Wood Decay Biology and ID — Chelsi Abbott

When parasitic wood decay fungi attack, the infection can compromise the stability of a tree as
well as the health. This results in a potentially hazardous tree that can be dangerous to those
working on it or those near it. But not all wood decay fungi are harmful, as many fill a very
important role in the ecosystem by breaking break down woody tissue to release nutrients to
other organisms. Since there are many wood decay fungi of varying virulence this presentation
aims to explain fungal biology and cover distinguishing features of common parasitic wood
decay fungi to assist in recognizing the relative concerns associated with each.
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