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Managing woody vegetation in utility corridors has long been a practice 

to mitigate power disruptions and wildfire ignitions. Though power 

disruptions are a more common concern in the Midwest, wildfires 

caused by power lines could become a concern as we face an uncertain 

climate future. On the other hand, a changing climate may present 

additional management opportunities using prescribed fire to maintain 

power line corridors and restore fire-adapted ecosystems. In addition to 

ecological restoration, prescribed fire may serve as a cost-effective 

alternative to mechanical and herbicide treatments.      
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