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Elton Rogers – Urban Forestry Coordinator,
WI DNR

Dave Scharfenberger – Retired Owner,
Wachtel Tree Science, Inc.

Paul Schwabe – Wholesale Sales
Representative, Johnson's Nursery LLC

Bob Smail – Research Scientist, WI DNR

John Stephenson– Arborist Liaison, Urban
Wood Network–WI

Michael Tiller – Assistant Professor of Forest
Ecology, UW–Stevens Point

Jay Weiss – Executive Director, Cambridge
Tree Project

Mike Wendt – Retired Instructor, Milwaukee
Area Technical College

2025 WAA/WIDNR Annual Conference Program
February 16–18, 2025
Hyatt on Main & KI Convention Center, Green Bay, Wisconsin

60+ Years of Enhancing 
the Urban Forests in Wisconsin

Register at www.waa-isa.org

Funding support provided by 
the USDA Forest Service

These institutions are equal opportunity providers.

Annual Conference 
& Trade Show

Annual Urban Forestry 
Conference



2

60+ Years of Enhancing the Urban Forests in Wisconsin
Green Bay can’t wait for the arborists to return for the
WAA and WIDNR Annual Winter Conference! The
Program Committee outdid themselves again with this
year’s lineup. See all the details listed in this brochure.
Sunday starts off with Three Educational Sessions fol -
lowed by a noteworthy networking welcome reception
where you can eat till your stomach’s satisfied while
rekindling old friendships. You can choose to play the
Urban Forestry Council’s Arbor-Master Trivia (bragging
rights and prizes will be awarded to the winners) or
attend the FermenTreEvent on its new night and time.
You can’t go wrong with either choice!

Monday and Tuesday include two full days of education
with general and concurrent sessions, Climbers’
Corner in the Exhibit Hall, an Introductory Track, the
Business Track, and the Utility Track. Visit the
‘Practical Arborist Solution Sessions’ in the Exhibit
Hall for a little hands-on training and ask questions in

a smaller setting during Monday’s Climbers’ Corner. The
annual WAA business meeting will be held Monday
evening to vote for the new WAA board members,
followed by the Exhibitor Social with the famous blue-
light special. Proceeds support the WAA’s Student
Scholarship Fund. 

Have breakfast and take breaks during the conference
in the Exhibit Hall to talk shop with all of our Exhibitors
and Poster Presenters again this year. The latest and
greatest innovations in arboricultural technology will be
on display. Breakfast on Monday and Tuesday will
only be offered in the Exhibit Hall again this year
from 7:30–8:30 am, NOT AT THE HYATT.

Continuing Education Unit (CEU) credits are available for
the ISA Certified Arborist for presentations given
throughout the entire conference. Also, Certified
Treecare Safety Professional (CTSP) credits will be
available for qualifying presentations.

Who Should Attend?
This conference is intended for professional arborists,
community foresters, nursery professionals, park and
recreation directors and staff, tree care workers,
landscape architects, green industry professionals,

community administrators, volunteers, and students. For
additional information on the conference, contact Tina
Johnson at 262-899-0060 or admin@waa-isa.org.

2025 WAA Program Committee
Ian Brown, Kyle Babicky, Co-chairs • Gary Kohler, TCC Chair • Todd Haefke, Exhibitor Chair
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Laura Buntrock
Joseph Crawford
Matt Duffy
Edgar Ezerietis
Briana Frank
Eric Freesmeyer

David Graham
Ron Gumz
Tim Harris II
Rich Hauer
Anna Healy
Fred Hoppe
Dave Johnson

Kris Johnson
Laura Jull
Abby Krause
Randy Krouse
Jeff Laufenberg
John Menzel
Vijai Pandian

Brian Pelot
Ryan Rodefer
Tracy Salisbury
Aaron Schauer
Scott Schilling
Nathan Schuettpelz
Matt Staudenmaier

Ryan Swope
John Thieme
Jessica Tomaszewski
Jay Weiss
Theresa Williams
Shelly Wollerman



• Register at https://www.waa-
isa.org/tribe-events/ascent-event-
climbing-competition-at-the-waa-
dnr-annual-conference-2/ or use 
the QR code on the right.
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• Refunds will be made if requested on or before
January 31, 2025 with a $25 processing fee. 

• There will be no refunds for cancellations made after
January 31st, although substitutions may be permit -
ted. Refunds will only be considered in emergency
situations at the Wisconsin Arborist Association’s
discretion. Refunds will not be provided for registrants
who do not attend the event.

• Notice of cancellation and/or substitutions must be
made by contacting Tina Johnson through the Contact
Us page on our website or by calling Tina Johnson at
262-899-0060. A cancellation acknowledgement will
be sent within 3 working days and fees refunded
within 10 working days, subject to this Return Policy.
We do not issue refunds once the event has occurred.

Cancellation and Refund Policy 

• We will be hosting poster presentation sessions for
the second time. A poster presentation is a great way
to engage with peer professionals in sharing novel
ideas and experiences in the arboriculture, urban
forestry and landscape horticulture field. Join the
poster pre sen tation by submitting an online abstract
(250–350 words, max) before January 17, 2025. 

• Posters will be on display all day Monday and
Tuesday morning. Presenters will be available for
questions during Breaks with the Exhibitors.

• Register at https://www.waa-
isa.org/tribe-events/call-for-poster-
presentations-at-the-waa-dnr-annual-
conference-2/ or use the QR code on
the right.

Poster Presentations

• Sunday evening, from 7:00-10:00 pm, the WAA will
host our FermenTreEvent on a new night and in a
different location.

• Sample wine, beer and tasty treats handcrafted by
WAA members.

• Proceeds support arboricultural research through the
TREE Fund.

• Must purchase tickets in advance 
($30 each).

• Purchase tickets via Venmo using 
the QR code on the right
(@WIArborist-TreeFund). 

FermenTreEvent: A Special Research Fundraising Event ***New Time This Year***

• Monday evening from 5:30–6:30pm, right before the
blue-light special, the WAA TCC will be hosting an
ascent event to see who is the fastest climber in GB
land. Pre-registration is required. Sign up on the WAA
website by February 6, 2025 to compete.

• Must bring your own saddle and PPE to compete.

Ascent Event Climbing Competition
**Climbers of all skill levels encouraged to compete!**

Thanks to Our Annual Conference Sponsors!

Trade Show Sponsor & Exhibitor
Breakfast Sponsor Registration Welcome Sponsor Refreshment Break Sponsor
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Sunday, February 16, 2025
9:00–11:00 WAA Board of Directors Meeting – Grand A, KI Convention Center

11:00– 1:00 Safety Committee Meeting – Grand A, KI Convention Center

11:30– 4:30 Registration – KI Convention Center Lobby South

Schedule of Events*

Workshop Sessions
1:00– 4:30 Session A

The New Z133 from A to Z – John Ball 
The revised Z133 Safety Requirements for Arboricultural Operations is being published. This will replace the 2017 revision. The new standard has
many changes from new training guidelines to a complete revision of the electrical standard. This session will cover all the changes and the
incidents they (hopefully) will reduce if followed.

1:00– 4:30 Session B
Advancing Environmental Justice Through Urban and Community Forestry – Christine Carmichael
This workshop will include a presentation of content on environmental justice and tree equity, as well as facilitated dialogue and activities to
guide participants in ways to integrate this content into their future outreach with community residents. Specifically, we will cover the following
topics: Overview of the history of tree inequities in the U.S. & locally, reflecting on our cultural identities, barriers and opportunities to increasing
and improving tree equity, and creating an action plan and holistic measures of success.

1:00– 4:30 Session C
Certified Arborist Exam Review – John Wayne Farber
Looking to take the Certified Arborist Exam or brush up on arborist knowledge? This presentation is for you. We will look at some tips for prepara -
tion, what to expect on the day of, and spend the bulk of the time covering the material that may or may not be on the exam and beyond.

The certification exam is on Monday, February 17th from 12:30 – 4:00 pm (check-in begins at 12:00 pm). Pre-registration for the exam is required
through the ISA by January 30, 2025 (see https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/certification/becomeCertified/examDatesAndLocations?id=13871 for more
information). Pre-registration is not necessary to attend this session, only the exam. This session will help anyone learn more about the scope of
arboriculture. Attend as a study session or as a review and earn some CEU’s. Everyone is welcome!

4:30– 5:00 Student and New Member Welcome – Sponsored by the WAA Membership Committee 

We would like to welcome you to the WAA and the 2025 Annual Conference. Plan to attend to get more information on conference activities and
learn what the WAA can do for you. ALL ARE WELCOME!

5:00– 8:00 WAA Welcome Reception and Networking Program – Sponsored by the Wisconsin Arborist Association
• Buffet dinner, soda, beer, cash bar  
• Networking with new and old friends

5:00 Tree Climbing Committee Meeting

5:30 WAA Past Presidents Meeting

6:30– 8:00 Arbor-Master Trivia during the Sunday night reception. Create a team and test your knowledge. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and best team name.
Sponsored by the Wisconsin Arborist Association and the Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council.

7:00–10:00 FermenTreEvent: A Special Research Fundraising Event – Riverview 2 ***New Night & Time & Location***

* Schedule subject to change.
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Certification Exam
12:00 – 4:00 ISA Arborist Certification Exam – Must be pre-registered with ISA. 

Registrants can begin checking in at 12:00 pm. Exam starts at 12:30 pm.
Location: Auditorium

Lunch and TCC Awards Program
12:00 – 1:00 Join us for lunch and offer this year’s TCC champions ‘congratulations.’ The WAA TCC Chair will hand out awards to our 2024 TCC Champions.

Afternoon Breakout Sessions
Session A

1:00– 2:30 Restoration Pruning of Storm Damaged Trees –
Andrew Koeser 
When a storm strikes, tree care professionals face
many questions: Which trees can be saved? Which
are beyond repair? Will the tree ever look like it
did before nature's impact? This presentation will
address these questions while helping arborists
and urban foresters develop storm response
plans for individual trees, neighborhoods, and
communities.

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00 New 2025, ANSI Z133 Update – John Wayne Farber
Join John Wayne Farber (current Z133 voting
member) to discuss some major changes to the
ANSI Z133, ask questions you may have about the
updated safety standards, how they were made,
and if you would like to see anything changed in
the future.

Session B

1:00– 2:30 Species Specific Pruning Suggestions – Mike Wendt
Not all trees and tree cultivars have the same pruning needs.
Mike will discuss specific pruning suggestions for a wide
variety of trees and tree cultivars to enhance or maintain
features, improve health, and reduce future maintenance.

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00 Modeling Urban Forest Canopy in Wisconsin – Bob Smail 
DNR staff created new statewide urban landcover models
for Wisconsin for 2020 and 2022 derived from USDA aerial
imagery. This presentation will describe the creation and
validation of these models and highlight urban forest canopy
differences between Wisconsin communities. In addition,
this presentation will highlight the relationships between
urban landcover and several variables including tempera -
ture, cooling, population demo graphics, and housing values.
Finally, this presenta tion will demonstrate how the model
can be used to optimize the beneficial effects of urban
forests.

7:30– 3:30 Registration – KI Convention Center Lobby South
7:30– 8:30 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors – or on your own at hotel Pub 333

Morning General Session
8:30– 9:30 Who Doesn't Want Trees? Barriers to Tree Equity and What We Can Do

Better – Christine Carmichael
This presentation will describe novel research from Detroit, Michigan, explain -
ing why residents in predominantly low-income communities of color turned
down the offer of free street trees, and the larger context of how racism has
affected trees and people in our cities over time. Attendees will also learn
how to modify urban and community forestry programs to learn from these
lessons and increase resident buy-in to tree planting and tree care efforts. 

9:30–10:00 WAA President Welcome – Fred Hoppe
WI DNR Representative – TBD
Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council Update – Linda Cadotte
TREE Fund Update – Theresa Williams
Meet the WAA Board Members

10:00–10:30 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

10:30–12:00 Predicting Storm Failure – Andrew Koeser
Arborists collect extensive data to assess the risk trees pose during
inclement weather. In recent years, this data has been applied to model
tree failure in real storm events. Learn which data points have successfully
predicted tree failure and which have consistently failed to produce
meaningful correlations.

Monday, February 17, 2025

Monday Evening Activities
4:20– 5:30 Annual Business Meeting – Ballroom A3,4 – ALL MEMBERS WELCOME!�

� Your vote counts! Please join us to elect our next Board Members!
5:30– 6:30 Ascent Event Climbing Competition – Hosted by the WAA TCC – Meeting Room B1-B3, near Climber's Corner
5:30– 9:00 Exhibitor Social & Blue Light Special Fundraiser – Exhibit Hall C
9:00–11:00 WAA Hospitality Reception – West Atrium

Climbers’ Corner – Exhibit Hall C
8:30– 9:30  Improving Climbing Safety and

Efficiency – John Ball 
Climbing represents a significant risk to
arborists. It is the leading cause of fatal
and severe nonfatal injuries. One rea son
for this high incident rate is the energy
expended for climbing results in fatigue.
This session will demonstrate the energy
expended during climbing and what
climbers can do to improve efficiency.

9:30–10:00 Please Attend WAA President 
Welcome in Ballroom A

10:00–10:30 Break with Exhibitors and
Poster Presentations

10:30-12:00 Practical Arborist Booth Sessions –
See details on the next page.

1:00– 2:30 Practical Arborist Booth Sessions –
See details on the next page.

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and
Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00  3:00-4:00 The Ins-and-Outs of Trunk
Injections – Tim Bull
This presentation will describe many of
the reasons trunk injections are used,
along with situations where trunk
injections might not be the best options.
Pros and cons of several different
injection equipment will be compared.
Additionally discussed will be the proper
way these injections are completed
including PPE, licensing/placarding, and
tips and tricks learned with experience.



6

Afternoon 
Business Track Sessions
1:00– 2:00 Trees, Storm Work and Insurance Companies – Eric Petersen 

The relationship between insurance companies and trees has
become a major factor in property insurance lately, and
many times arborists are getting stuck in the middle. Join us
for a conversation regarding two insurance issues facing the
tree care industry right now. We will dig into how tree
services and insurance companies interact with each other
for storm work (charge for and pay for) and what to do
when an insurance company is requiring removal of trees or
limbs near buildings on your customer’s property.

2:00– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00 Statewide Arborist Apprenticeship Program Update – Elton
Rogers
Wisconsin’s Arborist Apprenticeship Program is entering its 9th
year. Come to this talk to hear about the successes and failures
of the program and how it has been adapted for success over
the years. Learn about the expansion of the program through -
out the state and current opportunities for utilizing apprentice -
ship to recruit and retain employees in both the private and
public sectors. Also highlighted in this talk will be an inside look
into the education provided to the apprentices through the
technical college system.

Monday, February 17, 2025 – cont.

Afternoon 
Introductory Track Sessions
1:00– 2:30 Tree Risk Assessment Intro – Rich Hauer

This session will teach you about tree risk assessment
from basic to advanced approaches. An introduction
to the various systems used throughout the world is
conveyed with special emphasis on the ISA Tree Risk
Assessment method. Factors and conditions of concern
that lead to a Likelihood of Failure is a main feature. In
addition, we will explore targets and determining the
Likelihood of Impact along with the Consequence of
Failure. Anyone from limited to advanced understand -
ing of tree risk will benefit from attending the talk.

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
3:00– 4:00 Illinois Urban Forest Strike Team – Joe Hansen

The Illinois Urban Forest Strike Team is a collaborative
effort between the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources and Trees Forever. This initiative deploys profes -
sional volunteers to assist underserved communities that
lack urban forestry expertise in the aftermath of storms,
aiding in recovery from natural disasters. Using industry-
standard tree risk assessment protocols and GIS software,
the team inventories street trees, identifying those that
require mitigation and, most importantly, those that can
be retained.

Afternoon 
Utility Track Sessions
1:00– 2:30 Exploring the Efficacy of Using Prescribed Fire to Manage

Utility Corridors – Michael Tiller
Managing woody vegetation in utility corridors has long
been a practice to mitigate power disruptions and wild -
fire ignitions. Though power disruptions are a more com -
mon concern in the Midwest, wildfires caused by power
lines could become a concern as we face an uncertain
climate future. On the other hand, a changing climate may
present additional management opportunities using pre -
scribed fire to maintain power line corridors and restore
fire-adapted ecosystems. In addition to ecological resto -
ra tion, prescribed fire may serve as a cost-effective alter -
native to mechanical and herbicide treatments. 

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00 Taking Tree Data Beyond the Basics – Jessika Mitchell
Reliable tree inventory data is crucial for effective forest
management at any scale. As arborists and consultants,
we work with a variety of clients: from municipalities and
utility providers, to commercial property managers and
private property owners. Mapping trees and record ing
field observations is just the beginning of our work. Each
client has unique operational goals, budgetary restraints
and regulatory requirements. This presentation will explore
how specialized inventory solutions can pro vide your
clients with accurate, actionable data that supports their
long-term planning and growth.
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Monday, February 17, 2025 – cont.

Climbers’ Corner – Exhibit Hall C

10:30–12:00 &
1:00– 2:30  Practical Arborist Booth Sessions – Half-hour rotations will

include a short presentation followed by a question-and-
answer session. CEUs will be provided!

• Stepwise Journey of Tree ID – Casey Clapp
Whether performing heath diagnostics, navigating muni ci -
pal regulations, or conducting a risk assessment, proper
tree identification is the first step in practical arboricul ture.
Learn some basic skills and techniques to stream line your
identification process and get your questions answered
about this uniquely important aspect of working with trees.

• Work positioning: Safety, Tree Health, and Efficiency –
Sam Finco, Johanna O'Boyle 
Work positioning is more than just our commute. It is our
first line of defense in terms of safety and longevity for
ourselves and the trees we work on. As arborists, we
need to consider the tree first when we prescribe prun -
ing, therefore our work positioning becomes critical to
pre  vent chronic and acute injuries to ourselves and the
trees we work on.

• How'd You Get Your Rope Up There? – Cameron Lundin
Anchor selection, setting anchor(s) in the tree from the
ground, advancing anchors while maintaining egress to
ground, how to maintain/save gear, and reliable gear
retrieval. 

• First Aid: Injury Treatments – Gary Kohler
Utilizing Class B first-aid kit contents to treat or package
common injuries in the tree care industry. Stabilizing
injuries on tree care workers to minimize discomfort
during transitions to care.

• WE NEED YOU! What's New in 2025 for Urban Wood
Network–WI – Erich Ebert, John Kemppainen, Paul Morrison,
John Stephenson
The Arborist's role. UWN–WI and our national organization
UWN need the arborist community at large to help estab -
lish the importance of rethinking the role of managing this
resource stream of trees, logs, boards, and cords grown
within the communities they serve and service.

Our presenters will discuss what UWN–WI is working on
in 2025 and how our organization can help arborists get a
bet ter understanding of what they can do themselves and
with our help to advance their businesses and enhance
the communities within the urban forest they make their
living in.

in the Exhibit Hall 
on Monday!
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Tuesday, February 18, 2025 Climbers’ Corner – Exhibit Hall C

8:30– 9:30 What's So Curious About This Tree
Is... – Casey Clapp 
Trees are curious things, and
many of us got into this field
because we find them so fasci -
nat ing and enjoyable to work
with. However, we can lose
sight of the interesting aspects
of trees as we focus on the next
job or meeting a deadline. Here
we’ll take a step back and
explore the interesting biology
and ecology of trees and remem -
ber just what makes them so
extraordinary. 

9:30–10:30 Got Gas? We Don’t. Welcome to
the World of Battery Tools:
Part 1 – Andrew Gollnick, Isabel
Krueger

Can a tree crew really perform
all tasks solely with battery
tools? Yes! From full days of
pruning, to large tree removals,
battery tools get the job done.
This will be a two-part presen -
tation on the different solutions
with explanation of the tools
and practical application on the
demo tree.

10:30–11:00 Break with Exhibitors 
and Poster Presentations

11:00–12:00 Got Gas? We Don’t. Welcome to
the World of Battery Tools:
Part 2 – Andrew Gollnick, Isabel
Krueger

Can a tree crew really perform
all tasks solely with battery
tools? Yes! From full days of
pruning, to large tree removals,
battery tools get the job done.
This will be a two-part presen -
tation on the different solutions
with explanation of the tools
and practical application on the
demo tree.

Morning Introductory Track
8:30– 9:30      The Case for Longevity in Tree Selection Criteria – Jay Weiss 

                       Forestry professionals commonly select among diverse trees known to be urban tol -
erant, but don't always consider a species' genetic capacity for longevity. This pre -
sen tation will introduce durable but less utilized species that are distinguished by
their capacity to reach old age in challenging environments.

9:30–10:30       Which Street Tree Species are Failing Most Often? – Elton Rogers
                       Do you work with trees? Well then, this talk is for you. If you have ever dabbled in

the Tree Risk Assessment process, you should be familiar with the idea of a “species
profile.” However, have you noticed the lack of actual species failure profile lists
available to arborists?

10:30-11:00      Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
11:00–12:00       What’s All the Buzz? Planting for Bees, Butterflies and Other Bee-t-ful Friends – Laura Jull
                       We often plant trees and shrubs that are colorful in the landscape, but let’s not for get our pollinator friends. Bees, butterflies, moths, flies, wasps,

beetles and hum ming birds all contribute important ecosystem services and should be encouraged to “bee” in our yards. We will discuss what are
the best native and non-native trees and shrubs to use in the landscape that attract these pollinators.

7:30– 3:30      Registration – KI Convention Center Lobby South
7:30– 8:30      Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors – or on your own at hotel Pub 333

Morning General Sessions
8:30– 9:30      15 Years of Soil Restoration Work – Yujuan Chen 

                       Soils play a critical role in urban tree establishment and growth. However, typical
urban land development practices usually lead to compacted soils which can poten -
tially impair tree growth and long-term ecosystem services. Soil Profile Rebuilding is
an urban soil rehabilitation technique to address compacted urban soils on site. This
presentation will share the results of a long-term urban soil rehabilitation study 15 years
after experimental installation as well as a newly established research project. 

9:30–10:30       Everyone Communicates, Few Connect: What the Most Successful People Do
Differently – Jeff Joutras

                         This insightful talk explores the crucial difference between mere communication and
genuine connection. In an age where communication tools are abundant, the ability
to truly connect with others remains a rare and valuable skill. Participants will learn
how to move beyond surface-level interactions to create meaningful connections that
foster trust, understanding, and collaboration. The session will cover connecting
principles and practices to build stronger personal and professional relationships. By
mastering these skills, individuals can enhance their influence, improve team
dynamics, and drive greater success in their endeavors. 

10:30–11:00       Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
11:00–12:00      Urban Forests, Climate Change, and Environmental Justice from an International

Perspective – Yujuan Chen
                         As a nature-based solution, urban forests can play an important role in climate

change mitigation and adaptation (e.g., sequestering carbon and providing
cooling). However, urban forest resources (e.g., tree canopy cover) are not
equally distributed and our communities are disproportionally experiencing
climate impacts (e.g., heat, stormwater runoff) which lead to environmental
injustice concerns. This talk will share the role of urban forests in building a
more climate-resilient and equitable future from an international perspective.
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Tuesday, February 18, 2025 – cont.

Afternoon Breakout Sessions
Session A
1:30– 2:30 Strong & Stable for Optimal Health and Longevity – Hallie Ringhand

Learn how to stay strong and stable for long term functional health
through consistent daily movement. In this workshop, come
prepared to move as we go through stretches, mobilizations,
stability and some body bearing strength training so you can feel
and function your best in your career and beyond! Wear clothing you
can move in however, you do not need athletic wear or athletic
shoes for this session. Everything we do will be things you can do
before, during or at the end of your work day.

2:30– 3:30 Trees & Construction: Regulations for Preservation – Joe Hansen
Tree preservation ordinances go beyond just requiring permits for
tree removal—they can also be valuable tools for minimizing or
preventing damage to trees during construction. By
understanding basic construc tion principles, we can explore
effective methods and strategies for tree preservation. This
presentation will examine how the Village of Wilmette, Illinois,
incorporates tree preservation into its plan review process for
private properties.

Session B

1:30– 2:30 Principles of Persuasion: How to Increase Your Level of
Influence – Jeff Joutras 
Let’s face it, everyone is trying to influence some body,
every day. In this presentation, attendees will learn the
principles of influence, principles backed by research.
Principles that are scientific, ethical and applicable.
Oftentimes, increasing your level of influ ence comes
down to minor changes that won’t cost you anything or
will only require a small invest ment. Learn how to move
more people in your direction to achieve a favorable
result. This will include prac ti cal examples for those who
want to improve their level of influence with clients and
staff. Understand the psychology of persuasion and
create a specific action plan to improve your results!  

2:30– 3:30 Municipal Tree Bid Flaws: Nursery Perspective –
Paul Schwabe
Many municipalities do a great job on their tree bids,
but some need help. I am seeing more bad bids every
year, especially on Fall bids. Better knowl edge on
horticultural grading standards, safe dig ging seasons
and reasonable shipping times is needed. All from a
Nursery Prospective! Actual bid requests received will
be used as examples for learn ing purposes.

Lunch and Awards Program
12:00 – 1:30 Join us for lunch and support this year’s award winners. The Wisconsin Arborist Association and the Wisconsin Urban Forest Council will reward the

significant people, programs, and communities that make the urban forests in Wisconsin a better place for everyone.

Utility Track Sessions
8:30– 9:30 Tree Biology and Pruning Around Utility Lines 101 – Randall Miller

This presentation reviews Tree Biology fundamentals, explains how they can be properly applied to pruning trees and why that is advantageous
for providing clearance between trees and power lines.

9:30–10:30 Can Too Much Communication on a Job Site Be Dangerous? – Dennis Fallon
Wireless communication antennae are often placed aloft where tree crews may be working and the exact impacts of variable exposure to
radio radiation to the human body are not clear. Arborists can learn to identify antennae and how to look for assistance with learning more
about the risks on or near a worksite.

10:30–11:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
11:00–12:00 Integrated Vegetation Management – Randall Miller

This presentation reviews the principles of integrated vegetation management and how they can be used to create areas of opportunity to
promote early successional habitat on linear corridors while effectively maintaining critical infrastructure like transmission lines.

Afternoon Introductory Track Sessions
1:30– 2:30 Wisconsin's Trending Insects – PJ Liesch

Wisconsin’s tree care professionals face unique insect challenges each year and 2024 was no exception. In this talk, we’ll review insect
trends in the state ranging from established pests like the spongy moth and emerald ash borer, to newcomers such as the elm zigzag
sawfly. We’ll also discuss insects to have on your radar for 2025.

2:30– 3:30 Creating, Enhancing, and Managing Habitat to Support Urban Wildlife – David Drake
This presentation will discuss habitat needs of wildlife, focusing on woody vegetation and urban-adapted species. Different types of wildlife
will be discussed, as well as an assortment of management practices that can benefit homeowners and renters, municipalities, and wildlife.

Afternoon Business Track Sessions
1:30– 2:30 Different Career Pathways & How to Succeed – Ian Brown, Brian Friedrich, Dave Scharfenberger

Arboriculture can be a successful and fulfilling career under a number of industry umbrellas including public, private, and utility.
Understanding the many directions a person can take in the industry, and how to be successful in a tree-related field, no matter which path
you choose.  This presentation is targeted to individuals that are new to arboriculture or considering career pathway options.

2:30– 3:30 Opportunities When You Follow Your Passion – Casey Clapp
You don't have to choose between your passion and earning a living. In this talk, we'll discuss how following your passion can lead to new oppor tu -
nities in arboriculture. We'll explore my journey from consulting arborist to municipal regulator to podcaster and author and follow the through-line
that led me to where I am today, with all its twists, turns, and lessons learned.
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Conference rates: $122/night for single/double or $147/night for triple/quad occupancy, 2 queen bed rate. For other room types, costs vary. For the conference rate,
indicate you are attending the WAA/DNR Annual Conference or go to https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/GRBRG/G-ARBA.

Please make hotel reservations before January 27, 2025. The hotel will not hold rooms beyond this date. Parking is available in the hotel main surface lot
Complimentary for overnight guests registered under our room block based on lot availability. Additional parking is available in the adjacent Main Street parking
garage at a nominal fee.

Rates

333 Main St., Green Bay, WI • (920) 432-1234 (local) or (888) 421-1442 (toll-free)
(corner of Madison and Main Streets – down town Green Bay)

Hyatt on Main & KI Convention Center Information
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From Milwaukee & Illinois (I-43): I-43 North to Webster Avenue (Exit
#187), turn left on Webster, go to Main Street (3rd set of lights) and turn
right, hotel is two blocks on the right.

From Stevens Point & Wisconsin Rapids (Hwy. 54): Hwy. 54 into Green
Bay (Mason Street), cross the Fox River, take the first exit (downtown exit –
Madison Street), stay in right lane and follow to Main Street, hotel is on the
corner of Main and Madison Streets.

Directions
From Madison (Hwy. 151, 41): Hwy. 151 East to Hwy. 41 North (at Fond
du Lac) to Hwy. 172 East, exit onto Riverside Drive and turn right (Riverside
Drive turns into Monroe), Monroe to Main Street (about 3 miles), turn left
on Main Street, hotel is 2 blocks on the right.

From Minneapolis/Eau Claire/Wausau (Hwy. 29): Hwy. 29 to Monroe
Avenue, turn left and follow to Main Street, turn left on Main, hotel is two
blocks on the right.
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Alternative Hotels with Room Blocks This Year:
Hampton Inn – (201 Main St., attached to KI Convention Center) – conference rate is $144/night for double queen or standard king. For the conference rate, please
call (920) 437-5900 and indicate you are with the Arborist Group Block. Please make hotel reservations before January 17, 2025.

Northland Hotel – (304 N. Adams. St., 1 block from KI Convention Center) – conference rate is $140/night for standard king or $160/night for double queen. For the
conference rate, please call (920) 393-7499 and indicate you are part of the WI Arborist Association Room Block or use this link: https://www.marriott.com/event-
reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1732737135839&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink Please make hotel reservations before January 31, 2025.

Quality Inn – (321 S. Washington St., 0.6 miles from KI Convention Center) – conference rate is $85/night for a single or double room. Please use this link to book a
room in this block: https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/EE59S0. Please make hotel reservations before February 2, 2025.

Alternative Hotels:
St. Brendan’s Inn

(0.6 miles from KI Convention Center)
234 S. Washington St.

920-884-8484

Hawthorn Suites

(2.7 miles from KI Convention Center)
335 W. Joseph St.

920-435-2222
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Name_________________________________________________ �

Address _______________________________________________

City __________________________________________________

State ______________________________ Zip_______________

Organization ___________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________________________

Additional Employees:

Attendee #1 __________________________________________* �

Attendee #2 ___________________________________________ �

Attendee #3 ___________________________________________ �

Attendee #4 ___________________________________________ �

Attendee #5 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #6 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #7 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #8 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #9 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #10 __________________________________________ �

(Use additional paper if necessary)

**Required field needed for name tags/badges

Please PRINT clearly, or if you prefer, register by credit card online at www.waa-isa.org.

Early-Bird Registration and Student Registration include: all educational sessions, Sunday and Monday night receptions, Monday and Tuesday
break fasts and lunches.

One-day Registration includes: the educational sessions and meals for that day.

Early Bird Registration:

WAA member: #_______ @ $300 $ _____________

WAA non-member: #_______ @ $325 $ _____________

Sunday Only Registration:

WAA member: #_______ @ $150 $ _____________

WAA non-member: #_______ @ $175 $ _____________

Monday Only Registration:

WAA member: #_______ @ $160 $ _____________

WAA non-member: #_______ @ $185 $ _____________

Tuesday Only Registration:

WAA member: #_______ @ $150 $ _____________

WAA non-member: #_______ @ $175 $ _____________

Delayed Registration Fee:

WAA member & non-member: #_______ @ $ 45 $ _____________

(additional cost if postmarked after February 2, 2025)

Full-time Students – daily rate (includes meals):

#_______ @  $45 $ _____________

Date attending: ________________________

Full-time Students – full conference (includes meals):

#_______ @  $70 $ _____________

Guest meals only – daily:

#_______@  $130 $ _____________

Date attending: ________________________

Guest meals only – full conference:

#_______ @ $190 $ _____________

Vegetarian Meals Needed

� Monday Lunch #_______

� Tuesday Lunch #_______

TOTAL: $ _____________

Registration

Enclose a check for the total due, payable to the Wisconsin Arborist Association
or go to www.waa-isa.org to pay by credit card.

Return this form and payment to: 
Wisconsin Arborist Association, PO Box 189, Eagle, WI 53119-0189

NO REFUNDS AFTER JANUARY 31, 2025. ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS ON MEALS.

I am 
a WAA

member

I am 
a WAA

member
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