
2024 Wisconsin Arborist Association
Program Committee

Ian Brown, Co-Chair / Kyle Babicky, Co-Chair
Gary Kohler, TCC Chair

Todd Haefke, Exhibitor Chair

Two Tracks of Education
• Storm Damage to Trees
• Mentoring the New Generation
• Company Training
• Tree Diversity Options
• Construction Project Management
• Training New Climbers
• Aerial Lift to Climbing Transitions
• Tree Stress Management

Outdoor Demonstrations
• Drone Applications

Cafeteria-Style Lunch Will Be Provided 
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Summer Conference
Plan-ting for the Future
July 26, 2024
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DIRECTIONS
From the west/north (I-94 E): Take I-94 E to WI-35 S towards River Falls.
Turn right onto E. Cascade Ave. Take third exit from roundabout onto
S. 6th. St. Turn right onto Wild Rose. Turn slightly right to University Center.
From the east/south (I-94 W ): Take I-94W to US-65 towards
Baldwin/Ellsworth. Turn right onto WI-29. Continue on E. Cascade Ave.
Take third exit from roundabout onto S. 6th St.  Turn right onto Wild Rose.
Turn slightly right to University Center.

UW–RIVER FALLS, UNIVERSITY CENTER 
501 Wild Rose Avenue, River Falls, WI 54022

Parking is on your own.  Pay lots 1 & 2 – $1 per hour or 
$8 a day per car. Free parking on roads nearby, not

guaranteed spaces, though. 

Scan QR code for parking information:

photo courtesy of Tina Johnson



Program

Indoor General Session
Storm Damage to Trees: Predicting, Preventing, Recover -
ing – Gary Johnson (Professor Emeritus, University of Minnesota)
Loading events cannot be reliably predicted, but damage to
landscape trees can. Some loading event damage is inevi ta ble,
such as tornadoes and derechos. But the majority of the common
loading events do not spell death or destruction for trees if the
trees are maintained correctly, the species used are selected
correctly, and are positioned in such a way that they are less
vulnerable to damage due to loss of stability. This session will
cover in detail all of those components of predicting, preventing,
and recovering from the common loading events.

Indoor Concurrent Sessions
Creating Effective Company Training Curriculum –
Joseph Crawford (Sales Arborist/PHC Dept. Leader, Crawford Tree
& Landscape Service, Inc.)
Effective and clear company training needs to be replicable and
documented. Giving a new employee a stack of owner’s manuals
and training videos also isn’t enough! Create and implement
standardized processes for training and qualifying customized
equipment user manuals, checklists, and guides can help new
staff learn and progress at your company in a sustainable way,
and ensure important information is not lost.
Mentoring the New Generation – Sydney Hudzinski-Huber
(Forestry Technician, City of Plymouth MN)
The dynamic of the work environment is changing and the way we
“train” needs to keep pace. This isn’t the same industry anymore.

New employees do not want to work for years for knowledge,
advance ment and pay. They will leave for the next company
that will pay or offer them more. We, as an industry, need to
recognize this and under stand that the “old ways” are no
longer keeping up with the new generation of workers.
Leaders in this industry also need to see that this is not a bad
thing, only an opportunity to become industry men tors.
Having a more knowledgeable and skilled team creates a less
stressed work environment and work-to-life balance for all
involved.
Managing Construction Projects to Maximize the Life
of Trees – Gary Johnson (Professor Emeritus, University of
Minnesota)
It’s not rocket science. We know what it takes to keep trees
alive and construction projects on task. This session will offer a
recipe for exactly that: preserving and protecting the trees that
deserve the efforts to preserve and protect them, developing a
plan that coordinates the efforts of the builders and develop -
ers, as well as the arborists on site, and outlining a sustainable
recovery and maintenance plan following the project conclusion. 
Stress Tested Urban Tree Diversity Options – Jay Weiss
(Executive Director, Cambridge Tree Project)
Tree professionals historically favored popular trees that
weren’t necessarily long-lived. This presentation will introduce
durable but less-known species that are distinguished by their
capacity for longevity in urban settings. Recommendations are
drawn from the Cambridge Tree Trials, a research-based
initiative that regularly monitors 1,350 trees planted over the
past 18 years. 

Enclose a check for the total due, payable to the Wisconsin Arborist
Association. Return this form and payment to Wisconsin Arborist
Association, PO Box 189, Eagle, WI 53119-0189.

NO REFUNDS AFTER JULY 12, 2024
Substitutions are possible. Registration includes: break, lunch, networking and

a great opportunity to increase your arboricultural knowledge. 
Vendors will be on site.

On-line registration available at
www.waa-isa.org

7:30-8:15 am Registration

Plenary Indoor Session
8:15-8:30 am Welcome – Fred Hoppe, WAA President
8:30-9:30 am Storm Damage to Trees: Predicting, Preventing, Recovering – Gary Johnson  

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Track 1 – Concurrent Indoor Sessions 
9:30-10:30 am Creating Effective Company Training Curriculum –

Joseph Crawford 
10:30-11:00 am Morning Break with Vendors
11:00-12:00 pm Mentoring the New Generation – Sydney Hudzinski-Huber 
12:00- 1:00 pm Lunch

1:00- 2:00 pm Managing Construction Projects to Maximize the Life of Trees –
Gary Johnson

2:00- 3:00 pm Stress Tested Urban Tree Diversity Options – Jay Weiss
3:00- 4:00 pm Mentoring the New Generation – Sydney Hudzinski-Huber

Outdoor Concurrent Sessions
Climbing in Transition: Using Compact Lifts for Canopy
Access – Eric Freesmeyer (Operations Manager, SavATree-Madison)
Compact lifts have given us the ability to perform more work effi -
ciently and safely. However, there are working limitations of compact
lifts that might have climbing as the safer option. It’s important that
workers understand how to safely transition from the lift to the canopy. 
Training New Climbers – Sam Finco (Contract Climber, The
Arborist) and Tyrel Deutscher (Crew Leader, Big Iron Tree Works)
Training up a new climber and tailoring your training program to fit
their personality and needs and techniques to do so. Creat ing a
formal or informal road map of progression through all aspects of
arboriculture from the science of pruning and tree biomechanics to
the implementation of different climbing tech niques and rigging
systems. We will also cover creating space for learning opportunities
and safe controlled mistakes and mis steps to recover and how to
prevent making the same mistakes again.
Tree Stress and Management Options – Lee Fredericks (Western
Great Lakes Territory Manager, Rainbow Ecoscience)
Insects and diseases are the primary causations for decline and
death of trees. However, human activity and environmental impacts
may also contribute to many problems that trees expe rience. This
presentation will address factors contributing to tree stress, envi -
ron mental causations, crown symptoms and provide hands-on
management examples of treatment options for tree stress. Hands-
on demonstrations and discussions of oak wilt, BOB, TCB, nutrients
and soil management treatments will be on site for presentation
and discussion.

Seminar Questions: Call Tina Johnson (262) 899-0060 or admin@waa-isa.org

Conference Sponsors

Bronze Sponsor Gold SponsorPlatinum Sponsor

Outdoor Demonstration  
11:00 am & 1:00 pm
Drones for Arborists: How to Get Started –
Shawn Creviston (Instructor, Chippewa
Valley Technical College)
This one-hour session will explore the
modern features of drones, various sensors,
and software that could be used for forest
manage  ment. See what the drone sees via a
live flight demo. And discuss the regulations
and training requirements for remote pilots.

CEUs are available. ISA Arborist Certification and CTSP credits will be provided for all qualifying conference sessions. 

Join us for the WAA Summer Conference at UW–River Falls in River Falls, WI, on Friday, July 26th. The Program Committee has put together another outstanding agenda, offering Two Tracks of Education, one indoors
and one outdoors, covering information on a myriad of topics in arboriculture. Please stay the weekend for the TCC at nearby Glen Park starting directly after the conference. We hope to see you in River Falls!

Track 2 – Concurrent Outdoor Sessions 
9:30-10:30 am Climbing in Transition: Using Compact Lifts for Canopy

Access – Eric Freesmeyer
10:30-11:00 am Morning Break with Vendors
11:00-12:00 pm Training New Climbers – Sam Finco, Tyrel Deutscher
12:00- 1:00 pm Lunch

1:00- 2:00 pm Climbing in Transition: Using Compact Lifts for Canopy
Access – Eric Freesmeyer 

2:00- 3:00 pm Tree Stress and Management Options – Lee Fredericks
3:00- 4:00 pm Training New Climbers – Sam Finco, Tyrel Deutscher

2024 Summer Conference Registration Form
Name_____________________________________________

WAA Member?   n Yes    n No                                 n Student
Address ___________________________________________

City _____________________ State ____ Zip ___________

Organization ________________________________________

Telephone __________________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________

Additional Employees:

Name_____________________________________________
WAA Member?   n Yes    n No                                 n Student

Name_____________________________________________
WAA Member?   n Yes    n No                                 n Student

Name_____________________________________________
WAA Member?   n Yes    n No                                 n Student

Prices, if sent BEFORE July 13th:
Conference Rates:
WAA Members:                                      # ________ @ $125 _____________

WAA Non-members:                            # ________ @ $145 _____________

With one-year 
membership included                 # ________ @ $170 _____________

Student Member:                                   # ________ @ $ 0 _____________

Delayed Registration
(add this to all registrants
postmarked after July 12, 2024, 
except students)                                  # _______@ $ 25 _____________

Vegetarian Meals Needed             # _______
Any food allergies? [list attendee name and allergy(ies)] 

Name __________________________

Allergy(ies)_________________________

TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED: $ _____________


