
 

 

Storm Damage to Trees: Predicting, Preventing, Recovering – Gary Johnson 

Loading events cannot be reliably predicted, but damage to landscape trees can. 

Some loading event damage is inevitable, such as tornadoes and derechos. But 

the majority of the common loading events do not spell death or destruction for 

trees if the trees are maintained correctly, the species used are selected correctly, 

and are positioned in such a way that they are less vulnerable to damage due to 

loss of stability. This session will cover in detail all of those components of 

predicting, preventing, and recovering from the common loading events. 
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Gary Johnson is Professor Emeritus in urban and community forestry at the 

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities Campus. His research, publication, and 

consulting history includes over 40 years of documenting storm damage to urban 

trees, best tree production and planting practices, and minimizing construction 

damage to trees. 


