
WAA Annual Conference and Trade Show/
WDNR Urban Forestry Conference

SCHEDULE AND LOCATION OF EVENTS
Addendum to Registration Brochure

9:00–11:00 WAA Board of Directors Meeting Grand A, KI Convention Center
11:00– 1:00 Safety Committee Meeting Grand A, KI Convention Center
11:30– 4:30 Registration KI Convention Center Lobby South

CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSIONS

Session A
1:00–4:30 – Ballroom A1A2
Biology, Identification and Management of Wood Decay in Urban
Trees – Christopher Luley

CA, TWA, TWC, BCMA-S – 3

Session C
1:00–4:30 – Grand BC
Certified Arborist Exam Review – John Wayne Farber 

CA, US, MS, TWA, TWC – 3; 
BCMA-S, BCMA-P, BCMA-M – 1 

Monday, February 26, 2024

Climber’s Corner – Meeting Room B2B3
8:30– 9:30 It’s 2024: What Are You Coming Off Your Rope For? – Gary Kohler, Cameron Lundin

CA, TWA, TWC, BCMA-P – 1; CTSP – 1

7:30– 3:30 Registration KI Convention Center Lobby South
7:30– 8:30 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C – or on your own at Pub 333

MORNING SESSIONS

10:00–10:30 Break with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B1

EVENING ACTIVITIES
4:30–5:00 Student and New Member Welcome – Sponsored by the WAA Membership Committee Grand BC
4:30–5:30 Urban Wood Network Wisconsin Networking Event – Hosted by Urban Wood Network Wisconsin Ballroom A1A2
5:00–9:00 WAA Welcome Reception and Networking Program – Sponsored by the Wisconsin Arborist Association Grand DEFGH
5:00 Tree Climbing Committee Meeting Grand A
5:30 WAA Past Presidents Meeting Riverview 1
6:30–8:00 Arbor-Master Trivia – Sponsored by the Wisconsin Arborist Association and the Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council Grand DEFGH

EVENING ACTIVITIES
4:20– 5:30 WAA Annual Business Meeting – ALL MEMBERS WELCOME! – Your vote counts! Please join us to elect our next Board Members! Ballroom A3A4
5:30– 6:30 Ascent Event Climbing Competition Meeting Room B3 
5:30– 9:00 Exhibitor Social & Blue Light Special Fundraiser Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B1-B3 
8:00–11:00 FermenTreEvent: A Special Research Fundraising Event Breakout Lobby 
9:00–11:00 WAA Hospitality Reception West Atrium

Sunday, February 25, 2024

AFTERNOON SESSIONS

Funding support provided by 
the USDA Forest Service

These institutions are equal opportunity providers. 

General – Ballroom A 
10:30–12:00 Assessing Trees with Decay – Christopher Luley

CA, MS, TWA, TWC, BCMA-M – 1.5

Breakout Session B
1:00–2:30 – Ballroom A3A4

How to Educate the
Public on Trees: Honing
Your Message – Ian Brown,
August Hoppe
CA, US, MS, BCMA-M – 1.5

Breakout Session A
1:00–2:30 – Ballroom A1A2

Invasive Woody Plant
Impacts and Management
Approaches to Attain
Long-Term Success –
Mark Renz 

CA, US, MS – 1.5; BCMA-S,
BCMA-P, BCMA-M – .5

Introductory Track
1:00–2:30 – Grand BC
Uncharted Waters:
Explor ing a New
Approach to Street Tree
Establishment Care –
Rich Hauer, Graham Herbst

CA, MS – 1.5; 
BCMA-S, BCMA-P  – .75

Breakout Session A
3:00–4:00 – Ballroom A1A2

How the Wisconsin First
Detector Network is Train -
ing Com mu ni ties to ID,
Report and Map Invasive
Species – Vijaikumar
Pandian, Matt Wallrath

CA, US, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Breakout Session B
3:00–4:00 – Ballroom A3A4

Information and Q&A on
Applying for DNR’s IRA
Grant Opportunity –
Dan Buckler, Laura
Buntrock, Jeff Roe 

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Introductory Track
3:00–4:00 – Grand BC
Trees and Construction
BMP’s – Ryan Gilpin

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Utility Track
1:00–2:30 – Riverview 2

Assessment of Remote
Sensing for UVM –
Nick Day, Ben Gura
CA, US, MS, BCMA-M – 1.5

Utility Track
3:00–4:00 – Riverview 2

Building Culture –
Ryan Bondy 

CA, US, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Business Track
1:00–2:00 – Grand A

Lowering Insurance Cost
Through Risk Manage -
ment – Eric Petersen

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Business Track
3:00–4:00 – Grand A

Recruitment/Retaining
Employees – John Wayne
Farber, Ben Reince

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Climber’s Corner – Meeting Room B1-B3
3:00–4:00 – Practical Arborist Solution Sessions

Same sessions and CEUs as above

Session B
1:00–4:30 – Ballroom A3A4
Snags in the Urban Forest – Brian French, Ryan Gilpin

CA, MS, TWA, TWC – 3; 
BCMA-S, BCMA-P, BCMA-M – 1; CTSP –3.5

2:00–3:00

2:30–3:00 Break with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B1

Climber’s Corner – Meeting Room B1-B3
1:00–2:30 – Practical Arborist Solution Sessions
• Injury Preparedness: Treatment Scenarios – Gary Kohler

CA, TWA, TWC, BCMA-M – .5; CTSP – .5

• Wood Art Treasures from Waste Wood – Mike Wendt
CA, BCMA-P – .5

• Practical Application of Urban Wood Utilization Methods for
the Arborist – Erich Ebert, John Stephenson

CA, MS, BCMA-M – .5
• Work Positioning, Canopy Anchors and Retrievable Redirects

Options – Andrew Gollnick, Johanna O’Boyle
CA, TWA, TWC, BCMA-P – .5; CTSP – .5

• Combining Job Site Analysis/Emergency Action Plans with
Aerial Rescue Training – Shelly Wollerman

CA, MS, TWA, TWC, BCMA-M – .5; CTSP – .5

General – Ballroom A 
8:30– 9:30 Identification of Common Decay Fungi – Christopher Luley

CA, MS, TWA, TWC, BCMA-S – 1

9:30–10:00 WAA President Welcome/Meet the WAA Board Members – Todd Haefke Ballroom A
WI DNR Representative – TBD

Urban Forestry Council Update – Shahla Werner
TREE Fund Update – Theresa Williams

Meet the WAA Board Members

Climber’s Corner – Meeting Room B2B3
10:30–12:00 Field Identification of Conifers – Mike Wendt

CA, MS, TWA, TWC, BCMA-S – 1.5

12:00–4:00 ISA Arborist Certification Exam Auditorium
12:00–1:00 Lunch and TCC Awards Program Grand DEFGH



BRONZE SPONSOR 
Registration 

Welcome Sponsor:

Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
available for sessions:

• ISA Certified Arborist
• Certified Treecare Safety Professional

CEU Key:

BCMA-M — BCMA Management
BCMA-P — BCMA Practice
BCMA-S — BCMA Science

CA — Certified Arborist
MS — Municipal Specialist
TWA — Tree Worker Aerial Lift Specialist

TWC — Tree Worker Climber Specialist
US — Utility Specialist
CTSP — Certified Tree Care Safety Professional 

WAA Annual Conference and Trade Show/
WDNR Urban Forestry Conference

SCHEDULE AND LOCATION OF EVENTS
Addendum to Registration Brochure Funding support provided by 

the USDA Forest Service
These institutions are equal opportunity providers. 

    

RIVERVIEW 3

RIVERVIEW 2

RIVERVIEW 1 GRAND A

GRAND B

GRAND C

GRAND G

GRAND F

GRAND H

GRAND E

RESTROOMS

RESTROOMS

GRAND D 

WEST
ROTUNDA

ENTRANCE 

GRAND E
REGISTRATION

GRAND D
REGISTRATION

    

   

MEETING ROOMS 1-7

AUDITORIUM7

5A

1 2 3 4

5B 6A 6B
BREAKOUT

LOBBY

ATRIUM

POOL

PUB333

EXHIBIT
HALL C

LOBBY WEST
COUNTER

B1 B2 B3

EAST
ROTUNDA

COAT
ROOM

LOBBY SOUTH 
COUNTER

A1 A2 A3 A4

BOARD
ROOM

THE
MARKET

FRONT
DESK

MEETING ROOMS

BALLROOMS

KI CONVENTION CENTER FLOOR PLANS

REGISTRATION

WEST – Second Floor EAST – First Floor

Conference Sponsor:

THANKS TO ALL OF OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPONSORS!

Trade Show Sponsor & Exhibitor Breakfast Sponsor:

Tuesday, February 27, 2024

MORNING SESSIONS

General
8:30–9:30 – Ballroom A1A2
Why Do Trees Care About Soil? –
Luke Scheberl 

CA, BCMA-S – 1

9:30–10:30 – Ballroom A1A2
If You Could Build a Diverse Urban
Forest Utopia, What Would It Be? –
Rich Hauer

CA, BCMA-M – 1

Introductory Track
8:30–9:30 – Grand BC
The Value of Deadwood –
Brian French
CA, MS – 1; BCMA-S, BCMA-M – .5

9:30–10:30 – Grand BC
Native Shrub and Tree Seed: A
Tutorial on Identification, Collec -
 tion and Cleaning – Jeremiah Auer

CA – 1; BCMA-S, BCMA-P – .5

Introductory Track
11:00–12:00 – Grand BC
The “Lorax” Says, “We Need
Tree Diversity” – Laura Jull

CA, US, MS – 1; 
BCMA-S, BCMA-P – .5

General
11:00–12:00 – Ballroom A1A2
Are You a Leader or a Boss? – Randall
Miller

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Climber’s Corner
8:30–9:30 – Meeting Room B2B3

Climbing Ergonomics and Injury
Preven tion – Andrew Gollnick, Kristen
Gollnick

CA, TWA, TWC, BCMA-P – 1; CTSP – 1

9:30–10:30 – Meeting Room B2B3

Preparing to Use a Crane – Todd Kramer  

CA, TWA, TWC, BCMA-P – 1; CTSP – 1

Climber’s Corner
11:00–12:00 – Meeting Room B2B3 
Comparing Different Types of Cranes –
Andrew Fedor, Todd Kramer

CA, TWA, TWC, BCMA-P – 1

Breakout – Session A
1:30–2:30 – Ballroom A1A2
Drought: Multiple Definitions – Many More (and More
Complex) Effects on Trees – Glen Stanosz

CA, MS, BCMA-P – 1

2:30–3:30 – Ballroom A1A2

Gravel Bed Trees and Leveraging Community Tree Planting
Programs – Adam Alves

CA, MS – 1; BCMA-S, BCMA-M – .5

Breakout – Session B
1:30–2:30 – Ballroom A3A4

Wisconsin’s Insect Trends and Pests to Watch for in
2024 – PJ Liesch 

CA, US, MS, BCMA-S – 1

2:30–3:30 – Ballroom A3A4

Oak Diseases: Diagnosis and Management –
Alex Feltmeyer, Mike Hillstrom

CA, US, MS – 1; BCMA-S, BCMA-P – .5

Utility Track
1:30–2:30 – Riverview 2
IVM and Pollinators – Lewis Payne 

CA, US, BCMA-M – 1

2:30–3:30 – Riverview 2
Long-Range Vegetation Management
Plan – What is This? – Lewis Payne

CA, US, BCMA-M – 1

Business Track
8:30–9:30 – Grand A

Making Safety Meetings Worthwhile –
Joseph Crawford

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1; CTSP – 1
9:30–10:30 – Grand A 
Bridging the Divide Between Sales
and Production – Joseph Crawford

CA, BCMA-M – 1

AFTERNOON SESSIONS

7:30- 3:30 Registration KI Convention Center Lobby South
7:30– 8:30 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C – or on your own at Pub 333

Utility Track
8:30–9:30 – Riverview 2
Working Around Power Lines – Randall Miller

CA, US, MS, TWA, TWC, BCMA-M – 1; CTSP – 1
9:30–10:30 – Riverview 2
Lone Worker Safety – Aggressive
Homeowners: Training for a Mindset of De-
Escalation – Liz Westberg

CA, US, MS, TWA, TWC, BCMA-M – 1; CTSP – 1

Utility Track
11:00–12:00 – Riverview 2
The Science of Tree Growth Regulators –
Liz Westberg

CA, US, MS, BCMA-S – 1

Business Track
11:00–12:00 – Grand A
The Ins and Outs of Subcontracted
Tree Care Professionals – Eric Petersen,
Aaron Schauer

CA, TWA, TWC, BCMA-M – 1

12:00-1:30 Lunch and Awards Program Grand EFGH

10:30–11:00 Break with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B1

Introductory Track
1:30–3:30 – Grand BC

Spongy Moth Control Program – Ethan Lee,
PJ Liesch, Bill McNee, Chad Rigsby, Nathan
Schuettpelz

CA, US, MS – 2; 
BCMA-S, BCMA-M – .75; BCMA-P – .5

Welcome Reception Sponsor: Sunday Workshop Sponsor:

BRONZE SPONSOR 
Tree Stand

Sponsor:

Refreshment Break Sponsors:


