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Conference Speakers
Adam Alves – Instructor, Madison College /
Forester Specialist, Dane County
Jeremiah Auer – Regeneration Specialist,
WI DNR
Ryan Bondy – Supervisor, Nelson Tree Service
LLC
Ian Brown – City Forester, City of Madison
Dan Buckler – Urban Forestry Assessment
Specialist, WI DNR 
Laura Buntrock – Urban Forestry Partnership &
Policy Specialist, WI DNR
Joseph Crawford – Sales Arborist/Plant Health
Care Division Leader, Crawford Tree & Land scape
Services, Inc.
Nick Day – Principal Vegetation Program
Manager, ComEd
Erich Ebert – Urban Wood Lab Supervisor, Hoppe
Tree Service
John Wayne Farber – Director of Operations,
Hoppe Tree Service
Andrew Fedor – Crew Leader, Wachtel Tree
Science
Alex Feltmeyer – Forest Health Specialist,
WI DNR
Brian French – Owner, Arboriculture International
LLC
Ryan Gilpin – Principal Consultant, Nidus
Consulting
Andrew Gollnick – Co-owner, Gollnick & Sons
Tree Service

Kristen Gollnick – Physical Therapist, Aurora
Healthcare
Ben Gura – Data Analyst, ATC
Richard Hauer – Director of Urban Forestry, CNUC
Graham Herbst – Community Forestry Specialist,
Nebraska Forest Service
Mike Hillstrom – Forest Health Specialist,
WI DNR
August Hoppe – President, Hoppe Tree Service
Laura Jull – Associate Professor and Extension
Specialist, UW–Madison, Dept. of Plant and
Agroecosystem Sciences
Gary Kohler – Owner, GJ Kohler Trees & More
Todd Kramer – President, Kramer Tree Specialists
Ethan Lee – Operations Superintendent, City of
Janesville
PJ Liesch – Extension Entomologist, UW–Madison
Christopher Luley – President, Urban Forest
Diagnostics LLC
Cameron Lundin – Owner, LundinTree
Bill McNee – Forest Health Specialist, WI DNR, SE
Wisconsin
Randall Miller – Director of Research and
Development, CNUC
Johanna O’Boyle – Owner, Ursa Minor Tree Care
Vijaikumar Pandian – Horticulture Extension
Educator, UW–Madison, Division of Extension

Lewis Payne – ROW/Environmental Manager,
New York Power Authority
Eric Petersen – President, ArboRisk Insurance
Ben Reince – Executive Vice President, Wachtel
Tree Science
Mark Renz – Professor and Extension Specialist,
UW–Madison
Chad Rigsby – Research Scientist and Tech nical
Support Specialist, Bartlett Tree Experts
Jeff Roe – Urban Forestry Team Leader, WI DNR
Aaron Schauer – Instructor/Program Director,
Gateway Technical College
Luke Scheberl – Arborist Technician Instructor,
Mid-State Technical College
Nathan Schuettpelz – Consulting Department
Manager, Wachtel Tree Science
Alistair Smith – General Supervisor of Vegetation
Management, DTE
Glen Stanosz – Emeritus Professor of Tree and
Forest Health, UW–Madison
John Stephenson – Owner, Stephenson Tree
Care Inc.
Matt Wallrath – Outreach Specialist, UW–Madison
Mike Wendt – Owner, Wendtscapes, LLC
Liz Westberg – Manager of Quality Assurance &
Training, Growth Solutions
Shelly Wollerman – Certified Arborist, Haentze
Floral Company

2024 WAA/WIDNR Annual Conference Program
February 25–27, 2024
Hyatt on Main & KI Convention Center, Green Bay, Wisconsin

Branching Out in the World of Urban Forestry

Register at www.waa-isa.org
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Branching Out in the World of Urban Forestry
We are excited to ‘branch out’ again in Green Bay for
the WAA and WIDNR Annual Winter Conference! The
Program Committee assembled another astronomical
assortment of speakers again this year. See all the
details listed in this brochure. Sunday kicks off with
Three Educational Sessions followed by an astonishing
welcome reception where you can eat till your heart’s
content and enjoy networking and rekindling friend -
ships while playing Arbor-Master Trivia. Bragging
rights and prizes will be awarded to the winners,
presented by The Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council. 

Monday and Tuesday bring two full days of education
to include general and concurrent sessions, Climbers’
Corner in the Exhibit Hall, an Introductory Track, the
Business Track, and an expanded Utility Track. Take
some time to visit the ‘Practical Arborist Solution
Sessions’ in the Exhibit Hall to be enlightened and ask
questions in a smaller setting during Monday’s Climbers’

Corner. The annual WAA business meeting will be held
Monday evening, followed by the Ascent Event Climb -
ing Competition and the Exhibitor Social with the
famous blue-light special with proceeds supporting the
WAA’s Student Scholarship Fund. 

We strongly encourage everyone to have breakfast and
take breaks during the conference in the Exhibit Hall to
visit with all of our Exhibitors again this year. The latest
and greatest innovations in arboricultural technology
will be on display. This year, Poster Presentations will
occur in tandem with Breaks with the Exhibitors, so
don't miss out on this unique display of information!
Breakfast on Monday and Tuesday will only be
offered in the Exhibit Hall this year from
7:30–8:30am, NOT AT THE HYATT.

Continuing Education Unit (CEU) credits are available
for the ISA Certified Arborist for presentations given
through out the entire conference. Also, Certified Tree -
care Safety Professional (CTSP) credits will be available
for qualifying presentations.Who Should Attend?

This conference is intended for professional arborists,
community foresters, nursery professionals, park and
recreation directors and staff, tree care workers,
landscape architects, green industry professionals,

community administrators, volunteers, and students. 
For additional information on the conference, contact
Tina Johnson at 262-899-0060 or admin@waa-isa.org.

2024 WAA Program Committee
Fred Hoppe, Ian Brown, Co-chairs • Gary Kohler, TCC Chair • Todd Haefke, Exhibitor Chair

Adam Alves
Laura Buntrock
Joseph Crawford
Matt Duffy
Jeff Edgar
Edgar Ezerietis
Briana Frank

Eric Freesmeyer
David Graham
Ron Gumz
Tim Harris II
Rich Hauer
Anna Healy

Dave Johnson
Kris Johnson
Laura Jull
Abby Krause
Randy Krouse
Jeff Laufenberg

John Menzel
Vijai Pandian
Brian Pelot
Ryan Rodefer
Tracy Salisbury
Aaron Schauer

Scott Schilling
Nathan Schuettpelz
Matt Staudenmaier
Ryan Swope
Jessica Tomaszewski
Jay Weiss
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• Refunds will be made if requested on or before
February 2, 2024 with a $25 processing fee. 

• There will be no refunds for cancellations made after
February 2nd, although substitutions may be permit -
ted. Refunds will only be considered in emergency
situations at the Wisconsin Arborist Association’s dis -
cretion. Refunds will not be provided for registrants
who do not attend the event.

• Notice of cancellation and/or substitutions must be
made by contacting Tina Johnson through the Contact
Us page on our website or by calling Tina Johnson at
262-899-0060. A cancellation acknowledgement will
be sent within three working days and fees refunded
within ten working days, subject to this Return Policy.
We do not issue refunds once the event has occurred.

Cancellation and Refund Policy 

• We will be hosting poster presentation sessions for
the first time. A poster presentation is a great way to
engage with peer professionals in sharing novel ideas
and experience in the arboriculture, urban forestry
and landscape horticulture field. Join the poster
presentation by submitting an online abstract 
(250-350 words, max) before Jan. 10, 2024. 

• Posters will be on display all day Monday and
Tuesday morning. Presenters will be available for
questions during Breaks with the Exhibitors.

• Please submit abstract at this link: 
https://www.waa-isa.org/tribe-events/call-for-poster-
presentations-at-the-waa-dnr-annual-conference/

Poster Presentations ***New This Year***

• Monday evening from 5:30–6:30 pm, right before
the blue-light special, the WAA TCC will be hosting
an ascent event to see who is the fastest climber in
GB land.

• Please bring your approved ascent system for
11 mm Courant Rebel rope, we will provide full-body
harnesses for all to use. 

• Proper PPE etiquette per ANSI standards will be
followed for the event (not provided).

• Limited to the first 24 climbers to register.

• Pre-registration is required. Sign up on the WAA
website by Feb. 15, 2024 to compete.

• Please register at this link: https://www.waa-isa.org/
tribe-events/ascent-event-climbing-competition-at-
the-waa-dnr-annual-conference/

Ascent Event Climbing Competition ***New Time This Year***
**Climbers of all skill levels encouraged to compete!**

Thanks to Our Sponsors!
ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPONSORS

Conference Sponsor
Trade Show Sponsor & Exhibitor

Breakfast Sponsor Registration Welcome Sponsor
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Sunday, February 25, 2024
9:00–11:00 WAA Board of Directors Meeting – Grand A, KI Convention Center

11:00– 1:00 Safety Committee Meeting – Grand A, KI Convention Center

11:30– 4:30 Registration – KI Convention Center Lobby South

Schedule of Events*

Workshop Sessions
1:00– 4:30 Session A

Biology, Identification and Management of Wood Decay in Urban Trees – Christopher Luley
Learn the biology of wood decay fungi in urban environments and the identification of the most important wood decay pathogens that arborists
should be familiar with.

1:00– 4:30 Session B
Snags in the Urban Forest – Brian French, Ryan Gilpin
The Pacific Northwest has a long history of creating and managing standing dead trees (snags). Of the many arborists doing this type of work, no
one has created more snags in urban areas with targets than Brian French. Brian and Ryan teach full-day wildlife workshops for the PNW chapter.
Join them for a 3-hour workshop spanning ecology, pruning techniques, risk management, writing specifications, and communicating with the
public when dealing with dead, dying and decayed trees and branches. Half of the workshop will be hands-on, with Brian demonstrating chainsaw
cutting methods that he uses. 

1:00– 4:30 Session C
Certified Arborist Exam Review – John Wayne Farber
Looking to take the Certified Arborist Exam or brush up on arborist knowledge? This presentation is for you. We will look at some tips for prepara -
tion, what to expect on the day of, and spend the bulk of the time covering the material that may or may not be on the exam and beyond.

The certification exam is on Monday, February 26th from 12:30–4:00 pm (check-in begins at 12:00 pm). Pre-registration for the exam is required
through the ISA by February 8, 2024 (see https://www.waa-isa.org/tribe-events/isa-certified-arborist-utility-specialist-and-municipal-specialist-
exam-12/ for more information). Pre-registration is not necessary to attend this session, only the exam. This session will help anyone learn more
about the scope of arboriculture. Attend as a study session or as a review and earn some CEU’s. Everyone is welcome!

4:30– 5:00 Student and New Member Welcome – Sponsored by the WAA Membership Committee 

We would like to welcome you to the WAA and the 2024 Annual Conference. Plan to attend to get more information on conference activities and
learn what the WAA can do for you. ALL ARE WELCOME! A special invitation to out-of-state conference attendees to better understand the benefits
of WAA membership.

4:30– 5:30 Urban Wood Network Wisconsin Networking Event – Hosted by Urban Wood Network Wisconsin 

5:00– 8:00 WAA Welcome Reception and Networking Program – Sponsored by the Wisconsin Arborist Association
• Buffet dinner, soda, beer, cash bar  
• Networking with new and old friends

5:00 Tree Climbing Committee Meeting

5:30 WAA Past Presidents Meeting

6:30– 8:00 Arbor-Master Trivia during the Sunday night reception. Create a team and test your knowledge. Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and best team name.
Sponsored by the Wisconsin Arborist Association and the Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council.

* Schedule subject to change.
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Certification Exam
12:00 – 4:00 ISA Arborist Certification Exam – Must be pre-registered with ISA. 

Registrants can begin checking in at 12:00 pm. Exam starts at 12:30 pm.
Location: Auditorium

Lunch and TCC Awards Program
12:00 – 1:00 Join us for lunch and offer this year’s TCC champions ‘congratulations.’ The WAA TCC Chair will hand out awards to our 2023 TCC Champions.

Afternoon Breakout Sessions
Session A

1:00– 2:30 Invasive Woody Plant Impacts and Management Approaches to Attain
Long-Term Success – Mark Renz 
This presentation will focus on common and emerging inva sive
woody plants in Wisconsin. After a review of identifica tion of these
species, impacts these invaders have to the environment and society
will be highlighted. Specific manage ment approaches will then be
discussed including chemical, mechanical, biological, and integrated
approaches. Costs of various approaches along with effectiveness
will be dis cussed as well as resources available for future use.

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00 How the Wisconsin First Detector Network is Training Com mu ni ties
to ID, Report and Map Invasive Species – Vijaikumar Pandian,
Matt Wallrath
Invasive species are on the rise, but underreported. The Wisconsin
First Detector Network works with community sci en tists, profession -
als, and municipalities to track the spread of regulated and emerg -
ing species in the region. Matt will focus on reporting in Eddmaps.org,
how to make negative reports, and current maps of invasive species
in the state. Vijai will speak on the invasive tree-of-heaven and its
relation to the upcoming invasive spotted lantern fly.

Session B

1:00– 2:30 How to Educate the Public on Trees: Honing Your
Message – Ian Brown, August Hoppe
Trees are important, so are people. Connecting with
people allows us to elevate the importance of trees
and proper tree care. 

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00 Information and Q&A on Applying for DNR’s IRA
Grant Opportunity – Dan Buckler, Laura Buntrock,
Jeff Roe 
The DNR received $4.875 million of Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA) funds from the USDA Forest
Service in 2023. We will be competitively awarding
$4 million of that through our grant program in
2024 to improve urban and community forests in
disadvantaged communities. Bring your ques tions,
an open mind, and join us for a brief presentation
followed by a Q&A session on this unprecedented
funding opportunity.

7:30– 3:30 Registration – KI Convention Center Lobby South
7:30– 8:30 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors – or on your own at hotel Pub 333

Morning General Session
8:30– 9:30 Identification of Common Decay Fungi – Christopher Luley

All decay fungi are not created equal. There is a small number of important
decay pathogens of urban trees that arborists should know in the field. This
presentation will provide the reasons that these Big Five fungi are impor -
tant, along with their identification profiles.

9:30–10:00 WAA President Welcome – Todd Haefke
WIDNR Representative – TBD
Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council Update – Shahla Werner
TREE Fund Update – Theresa Williams
Meet the WAA Board Members

10:00–10:30 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

10:30–12:00 Assessing Trees with Decay – Christopher Luley
Identification of decay in urban trees is one of the most common and
important practices required of arborists. Many factors influence how decay
is assessed and decisions on when to remove trees with decay. This
presentation will identify the critical evaluations and considerations in
decay assessment.

Monday, February 26, 2024

Monday Evening Activities
4:20– 5:30 Annual Business Meeting – Ballroom A3,4 – ALL MEMBERS WELCOME!�

� Your vote counts! Please join us to elect our next Board Members!
5:30– 6:30 Ascent Event Climbing Competition – Hosted by the WAA TCC (NEW TIME THIS YEAR!) – Exhibit Hall C, near Climber’s Corner
5:30– 9:00 Exhibitor Social & Blue Light Special Fundraiser – Exhibit Hall C
8:00–11:00 FermenTreEvent: A Special Research Fundraising Event – Breakout Lobby
9:00–11:00 WAA Hospitality Reception – West Atrium

Climbers’ Corner – Exhibit Hall C
8:30– 9:30  It’s 2024: What Are You Coming Off

Your Rope For? – Gary Kohler,
Cameron Lundin 
Gary and Cameron will discuss
techniques and gear usage to always
stay connected to your rope while
climbing. They will also talk about the
forces involved on redirects and the
systems used.

9:30–10:00 Please Attend WAA President 
Welcome in Ballroom A

10:00–10:30 Break with Exhibitors
10:30-12:00 Field Identification of Conifers –

Mike Wendt
This fast-paced presentation will focus
on identification of conifers using char -
acteristic needles, cones, buds, bark,
and form. Live samples will be avail -
able for viewing during and after the
talk. Genera and species will be pre -
sented in a quiz format prior to dis -
cussion to test even the best tree
identification arborists!

1:00– 2:30 Practical Arborist Booth Sessions –
See details on next page

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and
Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00  Practical Arborist Booth Sessions –
See details on next page
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Afternoon 
Business Track Sessions
1:00– 2:00 Lowering Insurance Cost Through Risk Management –

Eric Petersen 
Ready to take control of your insurance cost? Learn how
practicing simple risk management fundamentals can directly
reduce your insurance premiums. Also, uncover what insur -
ance companies look for when setting insurance rates and
how a tree care company can position themselves to receive
the best possible premium.

2:00– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00 Recruitment/Retaining Employees – John Wayne Farber,
Ben Reince
John Wayne and Ben will discuss recruitment and retention
practices they use at their respective companies.

Monday, February 26, 2024 – cont.

Afternoon 
Introductory Track Sessions
1:00– 2:30 Uncharted Waters: Exploring a New Approach to Street

Tree Establishment Care – Rich Hauer, Graham Herbst
A project for the City of Omaha in 2013 investigated
site factors for street median trees to determine a
more successful and cost-effective strategy for planting
trees in tough sites. From this research, a new system
for watering trees was developed to establish street
median trees in a way that is less labor-intensive
than hand watering and less expensive than sprinkler
systems. This presentation will summarize the initial
project findings and recommendations, discuss the
details of this modular approach to establishment
water ing, and present a cost-benefit analysis between
the new system and traditional tree establishment
protocols.

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
3:00– 4:00 Trees and Construction BMP’s – Ryan Gilpin

Many communities are asking for more trees to be pre -
served on construction sites, bringing arborists and land -
scapers to potentially unfamiliar projects as part of the
design and construction teams. The International Society of
Arboriculture has updated the Best Management Practices
regarding trees and construction. Ryan will review some
of the big changes in the new edition and use practical
examples to show how he uses these ideas in his work.

Afternoon 
Utility Track Sessions
1:00– 2:30 Assessment of Remote Sensing for  UVM – Nick Day,

Ben Gura, Alistair Smith
Technologies like LiDAR, satellite imagery, ESRI, and
hyperspectral imagery applications can provide data
that fits well in a modern UVM program. American
Transmission Company (ATC), ComEd, and DTE have
leveraged these technologies to improve safety, reliabi -
lity, and answer programmatic questions. We will share
our technology journey, exploring where they best fit
and sharing our experiences with the data. 

2:30– 3:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations

3:00– 4:00 Building Culture – Ryan Bondy 
Building a company culture that reflects the beliefs,
values, and what the company stands for isn’t just impor -
tant, it’s required to successfully evolve through the ever-
changing world of business. Nearly 65% of employees
feel their company falls short on company culture. This
presentation is designed to help lay out the fundamental
steps a com pany must take to help employees enjoy
being at work while performing with exceptional results. 
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Monday, February 26, 2024 – cont.

Climbers’ Corner – Exhibit Hall C

1:00– 2:30 &
3:00– 4:00  Practical Arborist Booth Sessions – Half-hour rotations will

include a short presentation followed by a question-and-
answer session. CEUs will be provided!

• Injury Preparedness: Treatment Scenarios – Gary Kohler
A brief discussion of first-aid requirements and practical
treatment scenarios for arborists. This will include use of
Israeli bandages and splints.

• Wood Art Treasures from Waste Wood – Mike Wendt
Arborists often encounter interesting heartwood, growths,
or wood grain while pruning or removing trees. Many of
these can be turned into beautiful and functional works of
art by wood turners and woodworkers. Mike will identify
wood sections valued by wood turners, provide samples,
suggest storing techniques to reduce cracking and offer
connections with woodworkers.

• Practical Application of Urban Wood Utilization Methods
for the Arborist – Erich Ebert, John Stephenson
Identifying, evaluating, grading, felling, sorting and selling
logs from the urban forest.

• Work Positioning, Canopy Anchors and Retrievable
Redirects Options – Andrew Gollnick, Johanna O’Boyle
We will demonstrate some of our favorite techniques for
better work positioning. Using a double lanyard, SRS
canopy anchors, Canobase, and retrievable redirects.

• Combining Job Site Analysis/Emergency Action Plans with
Aerial Rescue Training – Shelly Wollerman
Integrating job site hazard assessment and an emergency
action into regular aerial rescue training will help create
a routine that crew members will fall into if an accident
happens on site.

in the Exhibit Hall 
on Monday Afternoon!
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Tuesday, February 27, 2024 Climbers’ Corner – Exhibit Hall C

8:30– 9:30 Climbing Ergonomics and Injury
Prevention – Andrew Gollnick,
Kristen Gollnick
Arborists are athletes. So why
aren’t they warming up and
training like athletes? This course
is aimed to teach basic injury
prevention techniques specifi -
cally geared towards the tasks
and movements performed in
the tree industry. Common
overuse conditions of the shoul -
der, elbow, and lower back will
be discussed as well as ergo -
nom ics and appropriate warm-
ups to prevent them.

9:30–10:30 Preparing to Use a Crane –
Todd Kramer 
Cranes are becoming more and
more popular for tree removal.
There is a growing concern
regarding training as there are
more and more incidents
involving cranes. This talk will
dive into preparing to use a
crane for tree removals.

10:30–11:00 Break with Exhibitors
11:00–12:00 Comparing Different Types of

Cranes – Andrew Fedor,
Todd Kramer
As we know, cranes are becom -
ing more popular for tree work.
This talk will look at the differ -
ent types of cranes in the indus -
try. There are many advantages
and limitations to all the dif fer -
ent types of cranes available.

Morning Introductory Track
8:30– 9:30 The Value of Deadwood – Brian French 

Only one to two percent of a mature tree is living. What are the benefits of the
other non-living parts? What is deadwood? Does removing dead branches make a
tree healthier? In this presentation, we will examine the benefits that deadwood
offers, many that may be undervalued.

9:30–10:30 Native Shrub and Tree Seed: A Tutorial on Identification, Collection and Cleaning –
Jeremiah Auer 
Jeremiah will demonstrate how and when to identify seed crops of native Wisconsin
trees and shrubs and how to effectively and efficiently collect and clean them for
growing seedlings or selling to producers.

10:30-11:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
11:00–12:00 The “Lorax” Says, “We Need Tree Diversity” – Laura Jull

Tired of the same old, same old? With climate change, invasion of emerging pests,
drought stress and increased urbanization, what trees will we plant in the future?
I will discuss alternative tree species to plant that are more heat and drought
tolerant and available in the Midwest. 

Morning Business Track
8:30– 9:30 Making Safety Meetings Worthwhile – Joseph Crawford

Safety meetings are an opportunity to improve safe work practices, educate staff on the risks and hazards associated
with different work activities, and provide standard protocol within your company to work safely and efficiently.
However, safety meetings can also be boring, repetitive, vague, or create fear and division within a company about
how to safely do something. This talk will cover how to make your safety meetings fun, interactive, and effective.

9:30–10:30 Bridging the Divide Between Sales and Production – Joseph Crawford
Sales arborists and production arborists have two critically important roles: the sales arborist often determines the scope of work, crew size, equip -
ment, and time allotted to complete a job, and the production arborists have to safely and efficiently complete the work- keeping the client and
the company happy with the results of their work, often with challenging weather conditions and unforeseen surprises. The two sides can be pitted
against one another, but it doesn’t have to be that way! In this talk, we will approach how to collaborate between sales and production, keeping
mutual respect top of mind.

10:30-11:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
11:00–12:00 The Ins and Outs of Subcontracted Tree Care Professionals – Eric Petersen, Aaron Schauer

Whether you’re a business owner or a subcontracted tree care professional, this presentation will provide an insight into the world of utilizing
collaborative business relationships to benefit both parties. Eric and Aaron will present from their own perspectives and experiences about both
sides of the contractor-subcontractor relationship.

7:30– 3:30 Registration – KI Convention Center Lobby South
7:30– 8:30 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors – or on your own at hotel Pub 333

Morning General Sessions
8:30– 9:30 Why Do Trees Care About Soil? – Luke Scheberl 

Why must urban tree managers consider soil health along with tree health? We will
discuss the importance of several soil parameters, how to quickly measure them in
the field, and their role in tree health. By understanding the soil, we can better
understand and care for the trees that grow in it. 

9:30–10:30 If You Could Build a Diverse Urban Forest Utopia, What Would It Be? – Rich Hauer
The journey any one of us would walk, maybe sprint, to create an urban forest
utopia would likely vary. The end result and path we took might also differ. But
maybe during the journey, the mental picture of the many ways trees benefit
society might have some rooted agreement. Planning is your journey friend and an
important part of developing the financial wealth that grows with trees. Today you
will sense your place in tree utopia. 

10:30–11:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
11:00–12:00 Are You a Leader or a Boss? – Randall Miller

The learning objectives of the presentation are that attendees will be able to:
differentiate between a boss and a leader, understand how the human performance
principle applies to leadership, clarify how errors occur, and characterize how promi -
nent leadership philosophies dovetail with one another.

Moved 
from Usual

Time!
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Tuesday, February 27, 2024 – cont.

Afternoon Breakout Sessions
Session A
1:30– 2:30 Drought: Multiple Definitions – Many More (and More Complex) Effects

on Trees – Glen Stanosz
There are numerous definitions of drought. But regardless of these
differences, deficiencies in available water have many complex effects on
trees. Resulting damages to tree health can be both short- and long-term,
are influenced by site, and vary greatly among tree species. As frequency
and severity of droughts increase due to erratic weather and changing
climate, measures tree man agers can take to exploit both drought avoid -
ance and drought tolerance are increasingly important.

2:30– 3:30 Gravel Bed Trees and Leveraging Community Tree Planting Programs –
Adam Alves
Learn about gravel bed tree planting programs, and how to leverage
different planting types to engage in tree planting programs.

Session B

1:30– 2:30 Wisconsin’s Insect Trends and Pests to Watch for in
2024 – PJ Liesch 
From aphids to spongy moths, Wisconsin saw an
abundance of tree and shrub insects last year. This
talk will review recent insect trends in Wisconsin
and highlight pests to watch for in 2024.  

2:30– 3:30 Oak Diseases: Diagnosis and Management –
Alex Feltmeyer, Mike Hillstrom
Oak trees are impacted by a variety of diseases
including oak wilt, bur oak blight, armillaria,
phy tophthora, botryosphaeria and others. We'll
discuss how to diagnose oak disease(s) and
management options from urban yard oaks to
oak forests.

Lunch and Awards Program
12:00 – 1:30 Join us for lunch and support this year’s award winners. The Wisconsin Arborist Association and the Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council will reward the

significant people, programs, and communities that make the urban forests in Wisconsin a better place for everyone.

Utility Track Sessions
8:30– 9:30 Working Around Power Lines – Randall Miller

The learning objectives of this presentation are that attendees will be able to: understand an overview of the electrical system, recognize electrical
safety risks, describe electrical safety precautions, and explain behavioral-based incident prevention.

9:30–10:30 Lone Worker Safety – Aggressive Homeowners: Training for a Mindset of De-Escalation – Liz Westberg
Interacting with aggressive or hostile homeowners has long been an issue for utility tree workers, but is becoming more common in other
spheres of tree care as well. This is a training topic all of our field staff attend annually. It walks through both common and rare hostile
encounters with homeowners, occupants, and general members of the public, and provides best practices for de-escalation, leaving that
situation in a safe manner, and appropriate follow-up methods.

10:30–11:00 Break with Exhibitors and Poster Presentations
11:00–12:00 The Science of Tree Growth Regulators – Liz Westberg

Dig deep into your memories of plant science classes because this talk is going to delve into how paclobutrazol – one of the most commonly
used tree growth regulator (TGR) active ingredients – affects treated trees on the cellular level, the plant hormones that are affected, and
how those responses are expressed in the canopy and growth of the tree. Don't worry, there is no quiz, but there are a lot of practical
examples of what this looks like, and how this tool is used in the tree care industry.

Afternoon Utility Track Sessions
1:30– 2:30 IVM and Pollinators – Lewis Payne

This presentation will highlight the steps of IVM and then go into the steps to integrate pollinators into the program. Highlights will also include
joining the CCAA for Monarch butterflies and utilizing the pollinator scorecard developed by the Rights of Way as Habitat Working Group in a
vegetation management program.

2:30– 3:30 Long-Range Vegetation Management Plan – What is This? – Lewis Payne
This presentation will dig into the history of IVM and why it is important to develop a long-range vegetation management plan. The
components of a long-range plan will be highlighted.

Afternoon Introductory Track Sessions
1:30– 3:30 Spongy Moth Control Program – Ethan Lee, PJ Liesch, Bill McNee, Chad Rigsby, Nathan Schuettpelz

1. Bill McNee will cover the DNR’s current perspective on spongy moth management in urban and rural areas, including aerial sprays, individual tree
treatments, physical controls, and educational outreach.

2. Chad Rigsby will focus on spongy moth from a host impact perspective. Models of plant-herbivore interactions inform us on the issues associated
with defoliation, and Chad will discuss the problems associated with the defoliation of deciduous trees and what managers of individual trees or
even small woodlots can do to ameliorate these issues.

3. Ethan Lee will discuss how to coordinate an aerial spray from a municipal standpoint.
4. Nathan Schuettpelz – Managing spongy moth from the commercial perspective offers a handful of different opportunities and challenges. Providing

control options to individual properties is efficient, however individual tree treatments can be costly. Managing large-scale properties can be
efficient using aerial sprays but requires significantly more organization. The burden of organizing individual properties and providing necessary
information falls on the shoulders of the commercial applicator. Nathan will share his perspective on the successes (and failures) of organizing
private control options in southeast WI.

5. PJ Liesch will focus on reduced impact management strategies (cultural & physical control, etc.) for members of the public to use in their own
yards to complement the efforts of tree care professionals. It can be helpful for arborists to understand the strengths, weaknesses, and limitations
of these approaches when discussing them with clients.

6. Questions & Answers
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Conference rates: $119/night for a single/double, $144/night for a triple, or $169/night for a quad occupancy. For the conference rate, indicate you are attending the
WAA/DNR Annual Conference or go to https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/GRBRG/G-WIAR. 

Please make hotel reservations before February 2, 2024. The hotel will not hold rooms beyond this date.

Rates

333 Main St., Green Bay, WI • (920) 432-1234 (local) or (888) 421-1442 (toll-free)
(corner of Madison and Main Streets – down town Green Bay)

Hyatt on Main & KI Convention Center Information
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From Milwaukee & Illinois (I-43): I-43 North to Webster Avenue (Exit
#187), turn left on Webster, go to Main Street (3rd set of lights) and turn
right, hotel is two blocks on the right.

From Stevens Point & Wisconsin Rapids (Hwy. 54): Hwy. 54 into Green
Bay (Mason Street), cross the Fox River, take the first exit (downtown exit –
Madison Street), stay in right lane and follow to Main Street, hotel is on the
corner of Main and Madison Streets.

Directions
From Madison (Hwy. 151, 41): Hwy. 151 East to Hwy. 41 North (at Fond
du Lac) to Hwy. 172 East, exit onto Riverside Drive and turn right (Riverside
Drive turns into Monroe), Monroe to Main Street (about 3 miles), turn left
on Main Street, hotel is 2 blocks on the right.

From Minneapolis/Eau Claire/Wausau (Hwy. 29): Hwy. 29 to Monroe
Avenue, turn left and follow to Main Street, turn left on Main, hotel is two
blocks on the right.
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Alternative Hotels with Room Blocks This Year:
Hampton Inn – (201 Main St., attached to KI Convention Center)- conference rate is $139/night for double queen or standard king. For the conference rate, please
call 920-437-5900 and indicate you are with the Arborist Group Block. Please make hotel reservations before January 26, 2024.

Northland Hotel – (302 N. Adams. St., 1 block from KI Convention Center) – conference rate is $139/night for standard king or $169/night for double queen. For the
conference rate, please use this link: https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1686669505002&key=GRP&app=resvlink. Please make hotel
reservations before February 5, 2024.

Alternative Hotels:
Quality Inn

(0.6 miles from KI Convention Center)
321 S. Washington St.

920-437-8771

St. Brendan’s Inn

(0.6 miles from KI Convention Center)
234 S. Washington St.

920-884-8484

Hawthorn Suites

(2.7 miles from KI Convention Center)
335 W. Joseph St.

920-435-2222
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Name_________________________________________________ �

Address _______________________________________________

City __________________________________________________

State ______________________________ Zip_______________

Organization ___________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________________________

Additional Employees:

Attendee #1 __________________________________________* �

Attendee #2 ___________________________________________ �

Attendee #3 ___________________________________________ �

Attendee #4 ___________________________________________ �

Attendee #5 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #6 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #7 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #8 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #9 __________________________________________ �

Attendee #10 __________________________________________ �

(Use additional paper if necessary)

**Required field needed for name tags/badges

Please PRINT clearly, or if you prefer, register by credit card online at www.waa-isa.org.

Early-Bird Registration and Student Registration include: all educational sessions, Sunday and Monday night receptions, Monday and Tuesday
break fasts and lunches.

One-day Registration includes: the educational sessions and meals for that day.

Early Bird Registration:

WAA member: #_______ @ $275 $ _____________

WAA non-member: #_______ @ $290 $ _____________

Sunday Only Registration:

WAA member: #_______ @ $135 $ _____________

WAA non-member: #_______ @ $150 $ _____________

Monday Only Registration:

WAA member: #_______ @ $145 $ _____________

WAA non-member: #_______ @ $160 $ _____________

Tuesday Only Registration:

WAA member: #_______ @ $135 $ _____________

WAA non-member: #_______ @ $150 $ _____________

Delayed Registration Fee:

WAA member & non-member: #_______ @ $ 40 $ _____________

(additional cost if postmarked after February 2, 2024)

Full-time Students – daily rate (includes meals):

#_______ @  $40 $ _____________

Date attending: ________________________

Full-time Students – full conference (includes meals):

#_______ @  $65 $ _____________

Guest meals only – daily:

#_______ @  $90 $ _____________

Date attending: ________________________

Guest meals only – full conference:

#_______ @ $150 $ _____________

Vegetarian Meals Needed

� Monday Lunch #_______

� Tuesday Lunch #_______

TOTAL: $ _____________

Registration

Enclose a check for the total due, payable to the Wisconsin Arborist Association
or go to www.waa-isa.org to pay by credit card.

Return this form and payment to: 
Wisconsin Arborist Association, PO Box 189, Eagle, WI 53119-0189

NO REFUNDS AFTER FEBRUARY 2, 2024. ABSOLUTELY NO REFUNDS ON MEALS.

I am 
a WAA

member

I am 
a WAA

member
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