
WAA Annual Conference and Trade Show/
WDNR Urban Forestry Conference

SCHEDULE AND LOCATION OF EVENTS
Addendum to Registration Brochure

9:00–11:00 WAA Board of Directors Meeting Grand A, KI Convention Center
11:00– 1:00 Safety Committee Meeting Grand A, KI Convention Center
11:30– 4:30 Registration KI Convention Center Lobby South

CONCURRENT WORKSHOP SESSIONS

Session A
1:00–4:30 – Ballroom A1A2
Wisconsin Trees and the Law – Jim Flott

CA, US, MS, BCMA-M – 3

Session C
1:00–4:30 – Grand BC
Certified Arborist Exam Review – John Wayne Farber 

CA, US, MS, TWC, TWA - 3; BCMA-S, BCMA-P, BCMA-M – 1

Monday, February 20, 2023

Climber’s Corner – Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B3
8:30– 9:30 Safety by the Numbers – John Ball

CA, MS, TWC, TWA, BCMA-M – 1; CTSP – 1

7:30– 3:30 Registration KI Convention Center Lobby South
7:30– 8:30 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C

9:30–10:00 WAA President Welcome/Meet the WAA Board Members – Tim Harris II Ballroom A
WI DNR Representative – Heather Berklund

Urban Forestry Council Update – Shahla Werner
TREE Fund Update – Theresa Williams

Meet the WAA Board Members

MORNING SESSIONS

10:00–10:30 Break with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C

Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
available for sessions:

• ISA Certified Arborist
• Certified Treecare Safety Professional

CEU Key:

BCMA-M — BCMA Management
BCMA-P — BCMA Practice
BCMA-S — BCMA Science

CA — Certified Arborist
MS — Municipal Specialist
TWA — Tree Worker Aerial Lift Specialist

TWC — Tree Worker Climber Specialist
US — Utility Specialist
CTSP — Certified Tree Care Safety Professional 

Climber’s Corner – Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B3
10:30–12:00 Climber Performance – John Ball

CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-P – 1.5; CTSP – 1.5

EVENING ACTIVITIES
4:30–5:00 Student and New Member Welcome – Sponsored by the WAA Membership Committee Grand BC
4:30–5:30 Urban Wood Network Wisconsin Networking Event – Sponsored by Urban Wood Network Wisconsin Riverview 2
5:00–8:00 WAA Welcome Reception and Networking Program – Sponsored by the Wisconsin Arborist Association Grand DEFGH
5:00 Tree Climbing Committee Meeting Grand A
5:30 WAA Past Presidents Meeting Riverview 1
6:30–8:00 Arbor-Master Trivia – Sponsored by the Wisconsin Arborist Association and the Wisconsin Urban Forestry Council Grand DEFGH

EVENING ACTIVITIES
4:20– 5:30 WAA Annual Business Meeting – ALL MEMBERS WELCOME! – Your vote counts! Please join us to elect our next Board Members! Ballroom A3A4
5:30– 9:00 Exhibitor Social & Blue Light Special Fundraiser Exhibit Hall C 
8:00–11:00 FermenTreEvent: A Special Research Fundraising Event Breakout Lobby 
9:00–11:00 WAA Hospitality Reception West Atrium

Sunday, February 19, 2023

AFTERNOON SESSIONS

Funding support provided by 
the USDA Forest Service

These institutions are equal opportunity providers. 

12:00–4:00 ISA Arborist Certification Exam Auditorium
12:00–1:00 Lunch and TCC Awards Program Grand DEFGH

General – Ballroom A 
10:30–12:00 National Models to Grow an Inclusive Workforce – Hannah Gregory

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1.5

Breakout Session B
1:00–2:30 – Ballroom A3A4
Integrated Personal
Health Care & Your Best
Manage ment Practices –
Cathy Brodbeck, Rich
Hauer, Hallie Ringhand

CA, BCMA-M – 1.5; 
CTSP – 1.5

Breakout Session A
1:00–2:30 – Ballroom A1A2

Green with Envy: Utilizing
Evergreens in Landscape
Plantings – Laura Jull

CA – 1.5; BCMA-S – 1;
BCMA-P – .5

Introductory Track
1:00–2:00 – Grand BC
This Bud’s for You!
Winter Tree ID Tips –
Mike Wendt 

CA, TWC, TWA, 
BCMA-S – 1.5

Breakout Session A
3:00–4:00 – Ballroom A1A2

Transplanting Large Trees
Bareroot – Jim Flott

CA – 1; 
BCMA-S, BCMA-P – .5

Breakout Session B
3:00–4:00 – Ballroom A3A4

Trees as Big Business:
Economic Contribution of
Urban Forestry in WI and
Beyond – Dan Buckler,
Laura Buntrock, Olivia
Witthun 

CA, BCMA-M – 1

Introductory Track
3:00–4:00 – Grand BC
Close Encounters of
the Herbicide Kind –
Glen Stanosz

CA, BCMA-S – 1

Utility Track
1:00–2:30 – Riverview 2

Rights-of-Way
Stewardship: Corridors as
Habitats – Randall Miller

CA, US, BCMA-M – 1.5

Utility Track
3:00–4:00 – Riverview 2

Applying TRAQ in the
Real World: An Overview
of ISA’s TRAQ Creden tial –
Geoff Kempter
CA, US, MS, BCMA-M – 1;

CTSP – 1

Business Track
1:00–2:00 – Grand A

Onboarding New
Employees for Mutual
Success – Lisa Humenik

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Business Track
3:00–4:00 – Grand A

Leading from the
Middle – Lisa Humenik

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1;
CTSP – 1

3:00–4:00 – Practical Arborist Solution Sessions
• Sharpening Your Skills with Skilled Sharpening – Paul Ahlen

CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-P – .5
• Ascending Efficiency – Andrew Gollnick

CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-P – .5
• Basic First-Aid for Arborists – Gary Kohler, Shelly Wollerman

CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-M – .5; CTSP – .5

Session B
1:00–4:30 – Ballroom A3A4
Advance Your Urban Forest by Improving Work Specifications and Contracts – Rich Hauer,
Randall Miller, Butch Whitney
Part 1 – The Cost of Not Maintaining Trees: Growing Trees Through Standards – Rich Hauer
Part 2 – Developing Utility Forestry Standards – Randall Miller
Part 3 – Municipal/Private Contracting: A Mutual Benefit – Butch Whitney
Part 4 – Writing Contract Specifications – Rich Hauer
Part 5 – Panel Discussion – Rich Hauer, Randall Miller, Butch Whitney

CA, US, MS, BCMA-M – 3

2:30–3:00
Break with Exhibitors

Exhibit Hall C

2:00–3:00
Break with Exhibitors

Exhibit Hall C2:30–3:00 Break with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C

Climber’s Corner – Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B1-3
1:00–2:00 – Trees and Turf: Unnatural Neighbors – John Ball

CA, US, MS, TWC, TWA, BCMA-P – 1
2:00–2:30 – Practical Arborist Solution Sessions
• Sharpening Your Skills with Skilled Sharpening – Paul Ahlen

CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-P – .5

• Ascending Efficiency – Andrew Gollnick
CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-P – .5

• Basic First-Aid for Arborists – Gary Kohler, Shelly Wollerman
CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-M – .5; CTSP – .5

General – Ballroom A 
8:30– 9:30 Physical Traits of Urban Trees and Stormwater Mitigation: Let’s Explore the Linkages –

Asia Dowtin
CA, US, MS, BCMA-P - 1
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Welcome Sponsor:
A R B O R I S T  S U P P LY
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Sponsor:
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Conference Sponsor:

THANKS TO ALL OF OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE SPONSORS!

Trade Show Sponsor:
Welcome Reception 

Sponsor:

Tuesday, February 21, 2023

MORNING SESSIONS

General
8:30–9:30 – Ballroom A1A2

Tree Water Use and Sap Flow – Andrew Hirons 
CA, BCMA-P – 1

9:30–10:30 – Ballroom A1A2

Are Non-Native Trees and Shrubs Environ men -
tally Ethical to Use in the Landscape? – Laura Jull

CA, BCMA-S – 1

Introductory Track
8:30– 9:30 – Grand BC

Plant Health Care: Fine Root
Health – Stephanie Adams

CA, BCMA-S – 1
9:30–10:30 – Grand BC

Urban Forest Insect Forecast –
Chris Williamson

CA - 1; BCMA-S, BCMA-P – .5

Introductory Track
11:00–12:00 – Grand BC

Independent Factors and Their
Interactions to Cause “Tree
Decline Diseases” – Glen Stanosz

CA, BCMA-S – 1

General
11:00–12:00 – Ballroom A1A2

Climate Change & Drought: Approaches to
Tree Selection – Andrew Hirons

CA - 1; BCMA-S, BCMA-P – .5

Climber’s Corner
8:30–9:30 – Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B3

Identification and Risk Evaluation of Decay Fungi Common
in Urban Environments – Dan Lindner

CA, MS, TWC, TWA, BCMA-M - 1

9:30–10:30 – Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B3

Evolution and Use of Communication Systems – Ryan Rodefer 

CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-M - 1; CTSP - 1

Climber’s Corner
11:00–12:00 – Exhibit Hall C, Meeting Room B3

Rigging Fundamentals: Navigating Set Up and Forces –
Ryan Rodefer, Aaron Schauer

CA, TWC, TWA, BCMA-P – 1; CTSP – 1

Breakout – Session A
1:30–2:30 – Ballroom A1A2

Thinking Outside the (Chip) Box – Johanna
O'Boyle, Jake Soika

CA, BCMA-S – 1

2:30–3:30 – Ballroom A1A2

Creating Sustainable Landscaping with Native
Plants – Danielle Bell

CA - 1; BCMA-S, BCMA-M – .5

Breakout – Session B
1:30–2:30 – Ballroom A3A4

Decline of Oak Trees – Stephanie Adams
CA, BCMA-S – 1

2:30–3:30 – Ballroom A3A4

Building Effective Arboriculture and Urban Forestry
Workforce Development Programs: Lessons Learned
from Two Pilot Initiatives in Michigan – Asia Dowtin

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

Introductory Track
1:30–2:30 – Grand BC
Tree Biology – Les Werner

CA, BCMA-S – 1

2:30–3:30 – Grand BC
Insecticides, Modes of Action, Use Strategies and
Performance – Chris Williamson 

CA, BCMA-P – 1

Business Track
1:30–2:30 – Grand A

Wisconsin Arborist Apprenticeship Growth and
Future – David Polk

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

2:30–3:30 – Grand A 
What’s New at Urban Wood Network WI for 2023
& Beyond – Paul Morrison, John Stephenson

CA, MS, BCMA-M – 1

AFTERNOON SESSIONS

7:30- 3:30 Registration KI Convention Center Lobby South
7:30– 8:30 Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C

Utility Track
8:30– 9:30 – Riverview 2

Pollinator Conservation Opportunities on Energy and
Transportation Rights-of-Way – Megan Petraitis

CA, US, BCMA-S – 1
9:30–10:30 – Riverview 2

How We Got Here: A History of Utility Vegeta tion
Management from Telegraph to Today – Geoff Kempter

CA, US, BCMA-M – 1

Utility Track
11:00–12:00 – Riverview 2

Non-Transactional Relationship/Network Build ing &
the Benefits to Vegetation Managers – Dennis Fallon

CA, US, MS, BCMA-M – 1

12:00-1:30 Lunch and Awards Program Grand EFGH

10:30–11:00 Break with Exhibitors Exhibit Hall C


